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Many readers of The Sunday School Times are 
familiar with the system of “ Bible marking ” advo- 
cated and illustrated by Mrs. Menzies, of England. 
Mr. Moody has often called attention to it, and he 
wrote a prefatory note to her little book on the sub- 
ject, published by the Bagsters. The substance of 
this book, with a specimen page of the Bible marked 
according to her plan, was republished by us from 
The Illustrated Christian Weekly, in our issue of 
February 19,1876. We are sure that the communi- 
cation from her in our columns this week will be 
widely read with interest,and we have no doubt 
that very many readers and students of the Bible 
will avail themselves regularly, henceforth, of the 
“ Fragments” to which she refers in the following 
note just received from her: 

I want to be like a bee, sucking honey from every source, 
to lay up store for others. To this end, I prepare month. by 
month a little paper, entitled “ Fragments that Remain.” 
The first half of this monthly paper is mainly devoted to 
railways, groups, jottings, etc., on the International Lessons 
for the current month, in addition to a variety of new mar- 
ginal references, railways, etc., on every part of the Bible. 
This makes the paper of value to all Sunday-school and 
Bible-class teachers, ministers, and class-leaders, as well as 
to all Bible students generally. These “ Fragments” are 
having a very wide circulation in England, and as I receive 
constant applications for them from the United States and 


Canada, Messrs. A. D. F. Randolph: & Co., of 900 Broadway, 
New York, have undertaken to keep them, and to distribute 
them regularly toallsubscribers. The price is three cents each. 
Annual subscyipijon, bymail, fifty cents.» This latter,sam, 
prepaid, will secure all the months of thecurrent year. FT he 
twelve numbers for this year (1877) will shortly be ready, 
bound in paper, price thirty- five cents. The fragmentary 
character of this paper is one of its advantages. It can be 
taken up and studied for a few minutes, and laid down again, 
without any thread being broken, and again resumed by 
and by without any mental strain to recall the context. 
These “ Fragmepts x and? their companion the bounyj, vol- 
ume, are now committedsto the Bible studs of Afterica, 
with the very “earnest, “prayerful hope that-they may go 
forth straight‘from the Master’s own hand. and sealed with 
his blessing to be the refreshment of many of his peo- 
ple. : 


If a man does anything well, you may be sure 
that he has worked hard in preparation for its 
doing. If he preaches a better sermon than usual, or 
teaches a Bible lesson with more than ordinary skill, 
or makes a speech of rare effectiveness, or reads, or 
sings, or writes, or sketches, or rides, or does any- 
thing else with peculiar facility, it is because he has 
given more than common labor to fit himself for just 


this performance. Only those who are ignorant of 


the value of hard work have any doubt on this 
point. The men who are always depending on “ the 
inspiration of the moment” are the men who are 
neither inspired nor inspiring. The graceful man in 
any accomplishment is always the man who has 
earned his gracefulness by downright labor. In 
Mears’s Life of Dr. Kirk is an illustration on this 
point. It says of the Doctor: “ His was the culture 
of Everett, with whom he was often compared as to 
diction and delivery. His reading of the Scriptures 
and of hymns always impressed men with his power. 


Many a minister came to him to learn the secret of 


such an utterance. One of these has told the story 
of his discipline. Said Dr. Kirk, ‘You may read the 
hymn of Watts beginning— 


‘Stand up, my soul! shake off thy fears, 
And gird the gospel armor on.’ 


The clergyman began in his customary manner; but 
his tones only wakened disgust in the teacher. 
‘Call your soul John Jones, and then read with 
enough authority to make John Jones stand up, and 
shake off his fears, and march forward!’ The voice 
of the learner assumed at once a new tone; he read 
as directed,— 


‘Stand up, John Jones! shake off thy fears,’ 


And the lesson was never forgotten. Worshipers 
charmed by the Doctor’s reading in the sanctuary 
and elsewhere, never knew with how great diligence 
he had learned to become so artlessly natural.” But 
they might have known it; for “artless” naturalness 
in reading and writing and speaking never comes 
except by long-continued training. 


Several improvements in The Sunday School 
Times Scholars’ Quarterly are to be seen in the num- 
ber for the first quarter of 1878. It contains a full- 
page colored map of the kingdoms of Judah and 
Israel, specially engraved for this issue. The sepa- 
rate coloring of the different kingdoms aids the 
student to a clearer understanding of their extent 
and boundaries. A full-page comparative chrono- 
logical table of the kings and prophets of Judah 





and Israel is also given, to enable the student to 


: it — = 
compare fhe history“of Judah with the contempora- 
neous events in the history of Israel about which we 
studied a year ago. ‘Another new feature is an order 
of*Sunday-school service, with responsive readings 
for the opening and close of the school. The adop- 
tion of this order in any school where the Quarterly 
is used Will obviate the necessity of printing a 
echedulegof service séparately, as each scholar will 
have a cOpy in hand {o read from. It is intended to 
give henceforth a néw order of this character for each 
quarter, that euffigent variety may be secured for 
schools which desigg aid in this line. The usual 
helps to phudy wil pews be found in this number, 
including. opics, autlines, guides to pronunciation, 
notes, connections,- marginal references, home read- 
ings, suggestions for writing, questions on the lesson, 
on the marginal references, on the home readings, 
and introductory and review questions, promptings 
to further study, on each of the lessons, aleo 
monthly and quarterly review questions, a quarterly 
review chart, a responsive review exercise, an intro- 
ductory chapter, and the quarterly Bible dictionary. 
More study and more thorough work than ever 
before have been secured to this issue of the Quar- 
terly. While the editor of The Times has given his 
close attention and careful oversight to its every 
department, thus securing toit a unity of plan and a 
harmony of construction throughout, and while all 
of the questions are of his arranging, he has been 
aided in its preparation by skilled workers and 
specialists, including Professor Isaac H. Hall, and 
the Rev. Messrs. George A. Peltz and J. C. W. Coxe, 
and others. The extending circulation of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly, and the warm commendations of 
it coming up from those who have employed it, jus- 
tify us in the belief that this lesson help meets a 
felt want in the study of the International Lessons. 


“THEY FEARED AS THEY ENTERED INTO 
THE CLOUD.” 


The clause, ‘“‘and they feared as they entered intothe 
cloud”’ (Luke 9; 34), in the account of the transfig- 
uration, is quite commonly understood and devotion- 
ally used by English readears as if the second 
“they” referred to the disciples; and it is often 
used to illustrate the solemnity of coming within the 
sphere of any pervading spiritual influence. Unde- 
sirable, however, as it may be to shock ideas which 
seem to be firmly rooted in devotional feeling, an 
examination of the matter will show that what seems 
to many of us a time-honored object of reverence, is, 
when we take into account the ages of Christianity, 
and the peoples and tongues through which it has 
epread,.only an idea of comparatively recent origin, 
and comparatively restricted acceptation. 

In the original there can be no question: the sec- 
Pond “they” refers not to the disciples, but to Moses 
and Elias. In the preceding.clause, “ there came a 
bright cloud and overshadowéd them,” the “them” 
includes the disciples: the first “they” of the clause 
in question refers also to them; but the second 
“they cannot. It seems that while the Lord, the 
disciples, and Moses and Elias were standing on the 
mount, the bright cloud came and overshadowed (not 
surrounded) them, when Moses and Elias entered it 
—at which the disciples feared. A voice came to the 
disciples “ out of the cloud "—so they were notin it ; 
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and when the voice was passed, the cloud and those 
who had entered it were gone. It mjght be hard in 
English to express it pW in a strictly literal 
translation, but it means the same as if it read “and 
these feared as those entered the cloud.” But two 
other versions have the same ambignity: Luther's 
German Bible, dating from the first half of the six- 
teenth century, and Pagninus’s [atin Bible, dating 
at about the middle of the same century. Thus our 
frequent English interpretation first above cited 
belongs only to the last three centuries, and to a 
portion of the English and German speaking people. 

Now for the other or comect view. The Peshito 
Syriac, doubtless made in or ingmediately subsequent 
to the time of the apostles, in very nearly the home 
vernacular of our Lord on earth, and used ever since 
as the Bible of the Oriental Ghristians—which many 
scholars consider to have apostolic sanction, and 
authority equal to the Greek original, is careful to 
avoid the ambiguity (which might be the same in 
Syriac as in English), and renders by a paraphase : 
“and they feared when they saw Moses gnd Elias, 
that they went up into the clofid.” The Philoxenian 
Syriac, dating a. p. 508-616, renders: “and they 
feared while those were entering the cloud.” The 
Valgate, or Latin Bible, a the fourth cen- 
tury. though based on a still eagdser one, tte Bible of 
the Latin (European and African) Christians, trans- 
lates in the same way. So that for more than fifteen 
hundred years the whole body of Christians, Asiatic, 
African, and European, held the correct view; as 
against about three centuries among a large number 
of Teutonic Protestants on the other side. But 
among the other translations in which the sixteenth 
century abounded, we may mention that the noted 
ones of Beza, Leo Juda, Castalio, with many others, 
give the true and ancient meaning, in a way to shut 
out ambiguity. 

So, then, our beloved English version has been 
misunderstood by many readers; and we hope they 
will not fail to see a lesson quite as profitable as the 
other, which, however piously drawn, was incorrectly 
founded, The people had feared once before, when 
‘Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where 
God was ;" and now, when the minister of the law 
comes again to meet the Son, by whom came grace 
and truth, and enters now the bright cloud—can 
even the three “ who seemed to be pillars’’ fail to 
mingle fear w..h wonder, as they behold it ? 





AN ASSYRIAN CALL TO PRAYER. 


At a recent meeting of the Society of Biblical 
Archeology in London, Mr. W. St. Chad Boscawen 
read a paper pointing out a close parallel between 
the Bible precepts and the Assyrian tablets, regard- 
ing prayer as an antidote to sin. The following, 
translated from a clay tablet, is remarkable : 

Pray thou! pray thou! 

Before the couch, pray ! 

Before the throne, pray ! 

Before the canopy, pray ! 

Before the building of lofty head, pray! 
Before the rising of the dawn, pray! 
Before the fire, pray ! . 

Before the light of dawn, pray ! 

By the tablets and papyri, pray ! 


By the side of the river, pray ! 

By the side of a ship, or riding in a ship, 
or leaving the ship, pray ! 

At the rising of the sun, at the setting of 
the sun, pray! 

To the gods of heaven, at the altars on 
earth, pray ! 

On coming out of the city, on entering the 
city, pray! 

On coming out of the great gate, on enter- 
ing the great gate, pray ! 

On coming out of the house, pray! On 
entering the house, pray ! 

In the place of judgment, pray ! 

In the temple, pray ! 

On the road, pray ! 


The last line of the first stanza is obliterated on 
the tablet, and hence omitted in the translation. 


"stated that “ for twenty years the Convention -had.not been held at 


An added interest attaches to thig,ancient docu- 
ment from the fact that the studies of the quarter 
upon which we are about entering, belong to the 
times, and partly to the people, of its composition. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—Concerning the meeting-places of the successive annual 
conventions of Massachusetts Sunday-school teachers, the 
following statement is made by Mr. N. P. Kemp, of Boston, 
a veteran Sunday-school worker of the old Bay State, who 
was active in these gatherings from their beginning: 

It is well to be accurate in all statements, even those which may 
appear to be of trifling character; and especially so in this day» 
when what have generally been regarded as settled facts are being 
called in question and leading to no litle controversy. In the brief 
but generally very excellent report of our late State Convention, 
{in. The Sunday School Times] by the Rev. Mr. Hurlbut, it is 


the state capital.” The truth is that three of our twenty-three 
conventions have been held in Boston; the tenth being held in 
Berkeley Street Church in 18€4,. This report further states, that 
‘so many other attractions are here at hand to tempt delegates 
from the meeting, that fears were entertained lest the attendance 
should be small compared with the sessions at other places.” Who 
entertained these fears I do not know; but the facts are that at our 
three previous conventions the attendance was so large that neither 
Tremént Temple nor any of our churches could hold the muititude 
who songht admittance, and on each occasion there was an “ over- 
flow meeting” at some second place At the convention in 1864, 
at the last session, after packing Berkeley Street Church, a portion 
of those failing to gain admittance met in the Rev. Dr. Webb's 
Church, on Tremont Street, and fairly filled that spacious edifice. 
Thus much for “ the truth of history’ at the “ Hub.” 


—Our correspondents are still disposed to exchange their 
views concerning an exchange of views for the magic lantern 
or stereopticon. The Rev. W. L. Gage, of Hartford, Conn., 
so well known for his writing and lecturing in the line of 
Bible geography as well as in other departments of study, 
makes this generous and tempting offer: 

You may announce, if youlike, that my collection of stereoptical 
views of Palestine is at the service of any one who wishes to use 
it, at no charge save that of expressage. It contains views of 
nearly all the important places in the Holy Land, aud was used in 
my Lowell Institute lectures, at Boston, I notice your suggestion, 
in a recent number, that those having views to lend may announce 
the fact in your columns. 

This offer we are sure will be promptly takenup. From 
its exceptional character we gladly give it prominence. 
For the ordinary exchange of “slides” we could not make 
announcement except in our advertising columns. On 
this point a New York correspondent says: 

I notice in your column of “ Notes on Open Letters” a letter 
from a pastor in Westerly, R. I., on the subject of exchanging 
stereopticon slides. I think it could be done if your paper would 
devote some one portion to the advertising of the exchanges at 
some low price. Let us hear more on the subject. 

Our publisher is quite ready to meet this suggestion, 
and because of the character of such advertising he wiil 
receive and insert it under an appropriate heading at the 
rate of twelve cents a line. 


As appropriate to the season of Christmas festivals, we 
give this word from a Brooklyn Sunday-school worker 
about methods adopted in his school : 


Occasionally some writer urges that the children be taught to 
make gifts to the poor at Christmas time, instead of being only 
recipients of presents, The Central Congregational Sunday-school 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., has put this suggestion into practice, for now 
three or four years. While as pleasant an entertainment as pos- 
sible is prepared for them, the children are asked in turn to make 
an offering to the poor. Atacertain time in the exercises these 
offerings are presented. Last year more than acartload of brown- 
paper parcels was tossed upon the platform as vigorously as young 
arms could throw them. The superintendent and “Santa Claus” 
were well-nigh buried under them. When this work was over, a 
high rampart had been made all around the front of the platform. 
The gift of the infant class was brought forward, tied up in a 
large sheet—a heavy load for two stout young men, Said a 
visiting superintendent, “ This beats all I ever saw. We'll have 
it next year at ourchurch.” Over nine hundred articles of second- 
hand wearing apparel were contributed; shawls, hoods, cloaks, 
scarfs, caps, coats, vests, pants, dresses, and aprons; of boots and 
shoes over sixty pairs. Almost every article of dress was there, 
and all of it in serviceable condition. Besides this, there were 
dolls, toys, boxes of candy, books, several packages of groceries, 
and fifteen dollars in money. The accounts which are brought 
back to us from the distribution of these gifts to the poor of the 
city are of the most touching character. We would almost as 
soon dispense with a Christmas festival as with this feature of it 
It pleases us to hear that in several schools, which had learned of 
it from us, the same plan has been tried, and everywhere with 
good results. 


This plan of training children to find an enjoyment in 


untried experiment at Sunday-school Christmas gather- 
ings. It gains in popular favor year by year. At the 
Sunday-school of the Church of the Holy Apostles in this 
city, the question was this year put to the vote of the 
scholars of the intermediate department, whetherthey would 
have a festival for themselves, or make an offering to others 
as unto the Lord, and the vote was fully four to one in favor 
of giving rather than receiving. And other schools here 
and elsewhere are similarly seeking and finding the bless- 
ing of cheerful givers. 


—Not only in New York City, but more or less through- 
out the country, the question of Sunday-school vagrancy 
—of children wandering from school to school to make the 
most of a temporary connection with each, and to have a 
home in none—is attracting serious attention. No longer 
are the best superintendents satisfied with a large attend- 
ance of boys and girls at their schools; they want to be 
sure of regular scholars who are really the gainers by school 
membership. They realize better than formerly the dif- 
ference between a boys’ and girls’ Sunday gathering and a 
well-ordered Sunday-school ; and realizing this, they are 
taking steps to have their Sunday-schools schools in name 
as well as in fact. A superintendent in St. Petersburg, 
Penn., treats this theme at some lergth after this fashion : 


Has your Sunday-school the dropsy? Ours has. We have only 
lately discovered that we were the victims of this disease, and since 
making the discovery, we have been led to observe its symptoms. 
We find that we are not the only sufferers from it, for our neigh- 
bors are complaining of it also. In fact, the observations which 
we have made fully justify us in declaring that the dropsy is the 
great Sunday-school epidemic. It rages among the young Sunday- 
schools as well as the old. We have just celebrated our first anni- 
versary, and yet we are seriously afflicted with this malady. It 
does not seem to be influenced by the fluctuations of the thermom- 
eter, since its attacks are equally malignant in winter and in sum- 
mer. We have found, however, that its recurrences are periodic. 
The disease breaks out twice a year withus. And we cannot help 
but notice the significant coincidence that it reaches its height at 
the precise time when we hold our Christmas celebration in the 
winter, and our picnic jollification in the summer. As either of 
these events draws near, the boys and girls come upon us in a per- 
fect swarm. Up goes the Sunday-school with a tremendous puff, 
and when all is over it collapses like a punctured balloon, Visi- 
tors who happen in on these occasions are full of compliments 
upon our large attendance and flourishing condition; but they 
might as well congratulate a dropsical patient upon his plump and 
fleshy appearance. In both cases it is not a growth, but a swelling. 
The increase is abnormal, and indicates disease, instead of health. 
Bloated bondholders often receive maledictions which they do not 
deserve; bloated drunkards are too frequently “shamefully en- 
treated” by unruly street-gamins: but bloated Sunday-schools are 
almost always indulgently shielded from that criticism to which by 
right, as well as for their good, they ought to be exposed. From 
a minimum attendance of eighty-five, we swelled up during the 
past year to a maximum of one hundred and sixty-five. Then we 
had the dropsy ; then, too, we held our picnic, and our Christmas 
celebration. These two observances, then, appear to be the causes 
of this great Sunday-school malady. Now shall we in hot haste 
propose, as a remedy, that all these festivals be abolished? This 
certainly would be an effective remedy ; but in like manner you 
may cure a sore finger by cutting off the hand. In either case 
the objection is, that the treatment is unnecessarily severe. The 
remedy which we are about to try is milder, and we believe it will 
be quite as effective. We propose in a systematic way to “ spot” 
this aqueous element which periodically puffs up our rolls; and 
in the bestowment of Christmas favors, or picnic dainties, we 
expect to see to it that faithful attendance finds its merited reward, 
while a selfish seeking of the loaves and fishes is made to bear the 
opprobrium of our unqualified disapproval. True, they that came 
about the eleventh hour received every man a penny ; but let us 
not pervert the parable from its intended application. It beauti- 
fully illustrates an important truth, but is inapplicable here. 
Elsewhere we read that God will render to every man according 
to his deeds. And if“ patient continuance in well-doing” is to 
be crowned hereafter with eternal life, surely our humble tributes 
of praise here are none too much, 

The “free-lunch” idea for Sunday-school festivals—by 
which the doors are opened to everybody who chooses to 
come “ for this once””—is in growing disfavor. The com- 
mittee of New York superintendents appointed to mature 
a plan to lessen the vagrancy evil in that city adopted, at 
its meeting in May last, the following resolution : 

Resolved: That it will be expedient that the Christmas festivals 
of this year be held by different Sunday-schools on the same day, 
in order to prevent scholars from “repeating” at the several 
schools, and that the Committee [on vagrancy] be and hereby is 
authorized to select the day for:such celebration, 

Although it has since been found inexpedient to fix on 
the same day for these festivals throughout the city, an 
attempt is made to have neighboring schools arrange 
together for their festivals on the basis of this resolution ; 
and so progress is making in the direction of system and 
thoroughness, This may look a little like the “ bell-punch” 
method of securing honesty among Sunday-school scholars ; 
but so long as scholars are human, their human weaknesses 








giving as well as in receiving is, indeed, no longer an 


must be recognized and guatded against. 
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LYRIC OF THE MAGI. 
BY GELOS CHASEROTH. 


“ Judah's king, O great King Herod, 
From the far sunrising come we, 


From the land of heavenly worship, 
Land of strict star-watching vigil, — 
Taught by constellation figure, 
Taught by tablet and papyrus, 
Taught by good old-time tradition 
That the ages ripe to fulness, 

That the star doth rise from Jacob 
And the sceptre spring from Israel. 
Hither, to the Holy City, 

Swift our journey we have wended ; 
For, in eastern watch-tower gazing, 
Sure His star did beam upon us. 
Though Jerusalem his dwelling, 

Yet his heritage the nations— 
Whence we, far-off, yield our offering 
Say, O ruler of Judea, 

Where is he, the long expected, 

Born Judea’s king and savior ? 

That we may draw near and worship.”’ 
Then the king, in fear and trouble, 
With the martyr-slaying city: 
“Gather straight the scribes and chief-priests— 


Search your prophet-rolls and sybils— 
Where have oracles unfolded 

Should arise the One anointed, 

Born to sway the earth’s proud mistress?” 


“Thus, O Herod, it is written 


By the witness of the Spirit: 

‘House of Bread. in Land of Praises, 
Prince not least in Judah thou! 

Out of thee shall spring the Leader 


Who shall feed my Israel,’” 


Glad departing, then, the Magi 

Bend their steps to Bethlehem’s portal, 
lo! the star, their journey leading, 
Fills their soul with joy exceeding! 
Onward guiding, onward moving— 
Till it stands above the dwelling 
Where the young child was, and Mary! 


Prostrate now they fall, and worship ; 
Treasures then they ope and offer— 
Gold and myrrh and sweet frankincense. 
Light has risen to the Gentiles, 

Healing cometh to the nations. 

Glad they own the heirship sacred, 

Offer choicest of their substance, 

Offer their full heart’s oblation. 


Spread thy beams, O star, and lighten 
All the nations with thy brightness ! 
O'er God's house, on mount established, 
Stand, till all the thronging gentiles 
Flow unto his habitation! 

Let sweet incense, and pure offering, 
From earth's every soul ascending, 

Fill his dwelling-place forever ! 


THE MANGER OF BETHLEHEM ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The church of the Nativity at Bethlehem, which stands 
over the reputed birthplace of Jesus, and manger in which 
he was laid, is known on the spot indifferently as the church 
of St. Helena, or the church of the Virgin Mary. The 
first name is from Helena, mother of Constantine, to whom 
is frequently ascribed the first church erected there ; though 
it is not certain that one existed before Justinian. It is 
in possession of the Greeks, though the Latins and Arme- 
nians hold certain services there. On the north side is the 
Franciscan (Latin) convent, with their church of St. Cath- 
arine ; on the south is the Greek convent, and on the south- 
east that of the Armenians. Of the latter, a part, called the 
school of St. Jerome, is said to rest on the very founda- 
tions of the convent in which Eusebius and Jerome ruled 
their monks and nuns. All these buildings communicate 
with each other, but the different sects are by no means 
friendly ; a Turkish soldier, with gun and bayonet, always 
stands on guard at the spot of the nativity, to prevent col- 
lisions which might end in bloodshed. From the church 
two stairways in front of the iconostase, or picture-screen, 
lead down into the grotto, ending at either side of the plaee 
of the nativity. This last is a semicircular niche at the 
east end of the grotto, overhung with many lamps of sil- 
ver and gold, which are never suffered to go out. It is 
paved with marble, and has in the centre a silver star bear- 
ing the inscription : “ 7/ice de Virgine Maria Jesus Chris- 
tus natus est;” that is, “ Here of the Virgin Mary Jesus 
Christ was born.” So jealous of this place are the Greeks, 
that the Latins are not allowed to celebrate regular mass 








there, though the other two sects do it daily. The Latins 


indeed claim the right, of which the Latin inscription on 
the star is testimony. It is said that the Greeks, who have 
kept the Latins out since 1757, stole this star in 1847, and 
carried it to Mar Saba, where it still is; but the Sultan at 
his own expense had another made, which is the one seen 
at present—securely bolted down. 

On the south side of the grotto, three paces from the 
place of the nativity, and just beside one of the staircases, 
is the manger. It is claimed to be the very manger in 
which Christ was laid, and within it lies an image of the 
infant Christ, protected by a wire grating. The shape of 
the manger prevents the erection of an altar there, as at 
the place of the nativity, but there is one directly opposite, 
at the place where the Magi (or, as the Latins call them, 
the three kings) adored. The rock here is adorned with 
tapestry and hung:-with paintings. A few feet to the west 
is a door of which the'Latins keep the key: the Greeks 
cannot let you through. But the Latins will let you in by 
a staircase down from the church of St. Catharine. You 
must take several turns, pass the tombs of Jerome and 
Eusebius, Jerome's study, the place where Joseph was di- 
rected to flee into Egypt, the place where the bodies of the 
children slain by Herod (the Holy Innocents) were thrown 
—with several other momentous spots. Then you reach 
the door, which the Franciscan monk will unlock for you, 
and you are again at the place of nativity and the manger. 

The Greeks, Franciscans and Armenians hold daily ser- 
vices by turns in the grotto of the nativity; and, despite 
all that is corrupt and sham in both the services and 
the surroundings, these services are far from void of im- 
pressiveness. Except the prayers to the Virgin and saints, 
the rituals are those which have been used from apostolic 
times, and which still resound, in other tongues, in the 
Protestant devotions of Europe and America; nor will 
they cease, throughout the world or through the ages. In 
the Greek, especially, we hear the very words of the origi- 
nal New Testament; and of the Law, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms, in the version which Christ and the apostles 
read and quoted. The Greek matin service, a chorus of 
male voices, wholly without instrumental help, ascends 
nobly and sweetly from the grotto underground to the 
convent roof. No one who has heard the ‘Greek services 
in a Greek church needs to be persuaded of the lofty char- 
acter and effect of the vocal service in the early dawn in 
the grotto at Bethlehem. The rich blending of musical 
voices, the glorious words of Scripture in the original 
Greek, articulated with a sweet distinctness that would 
shame many an artistic city church quartette, all rising 
gently and glorious with the morning, subdue the heart, 
and make the Protestant listener remember that here are 
brethren—whom may the Lord lead aright ! 

Christmas day, as we reckon it, is not the Christmas of 
the Greeks, who still reckon in Old Style. But they and 
the Armenians have their regular service, as on other days, 
in an interval made for the purpose by the Latins, who cele- 
brate it as a high day. In fact, it is the chief feast of the 
year in Bethlehem; and it is on this wise. 

A special preparatory service is held in the church of 
St. Catharine, “with solemn benediction.” The day before 
Christmas, after midday, the Latin patriarch sets out from 
Jerusalem on horseback, with a numerous retinue. On 
arriving at Bethlehem, they are received at the plaza be- 
fore the church of St. Helena by the clergy, the Francis- 
cans of the convent, the Seminarists, the Pilgrims, an 
immense throng of people, and the Turkish soldiers ; which 
last are always needed on such occasions, As soon as the 
patriarch reaches the plaza, he dismounts, puts on his cap- 
pa magna, and solemnly moves forward at the head of the 
procession through the church of St. Helena, while the 
Te Deum peals forth. After the end of the entrance cere- 
monies, a gracious welcoming is proffered, when the clergy 
and people are permitted to kiss the patriarch’s hand. Then 
the pontifical vespers are sung, after which the patriarch 
leads the grand procession, with processional music and 
services, to the several holy places. Thus finishes the 
Christmas eve service, after lasting about four hours. 

The night service begins at about half past ten, and 
consists of the festal matutinal service, the principal office 
duly performed, and a festal procession down into the 
sacred grotto. The psalms and hymns are accompanied 
throughout by the organ, every other verse being recited 
instead of sung; which, by the way, is always the case at 
the great festal services at the church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre in Jerusalem. The reading lessons are sung by priests 
from all parts of the world, and vary greatly in style of 
singing. The principal office is “ almost endlessly long; ” 
the Gloria alone generally lasts more than half an hour. 
The “ Jncarnatus est” (‘He was made flesh”) bursts 
forth in a manner only to be heard and felt in Bethlehem 
on the night before Christmas. In the procession which 
follows after the principal office, the patriarch carries down 








in his arms, into the holy grotto, an image of the infant 
Christ ; the officiating deacon reading the appropriate Gos- 
pel lesson. At the worde, “and she brought forth her 
first-born son,” the patriarch lays the infant Christ upon 
the spot of the nativity, over the silver star; then, at the 
words, ‘“‘and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
him in a manger,” he takes up the infant Christ again, and 
lays it in the manger, where he leaves it lying. With this 
procession ends the night celebration, which has lasted 
about five hours. 

Next begins high mass in the holy grotto, which at dawn 
is interrupted by the services of the Greeks and Armeni- 
ans. One priest generally celebrates mass at the altar of 
the Magi, a second at that of St. Joseph, and a third at 
that of the Holy Innocénts; these are in the Latin part 
of the grotto, and go on continuously. The high mass in 
the grotto seldom ends before noon ot Christmas day; it 
generally continues till two or three o’clock in the after- 
noon, 

At daybreak the auroral office is held in the church of 
St. Catharine, and later the second pontifical service. This, 
exclusive of the sermon, occupies a couple of hours. Thus 
the patriarch has from eleven to twelve hours of services. 
As there is no afternoon service, he usually returns to 
Jerusalem soon after midday. 

The Latins greatly regret that they cannot regularly per- 
form mass in the grotto, as at Christmas time; but they 
console themselves by reflecting that the great crowd could 
not be accommodated in the grotto and St. Catharine's 
together ; that the disrespectful behavior of Orientals in 
service time is a great annoyance, as are likewise the noise 
and confusion, which sometimes even drown the patriarch’s 
voice; besides which, “the bad smell is to Europeans no 
small objection.” Says a Latin priest, also: “The music 
is indeed, as a rule, quite fine, but by no means so holy as 
the place where the services are held.” Speaking of all 
the hindrances, he adds» “These unfortunate circum- 
stances cause great detriment to the Christmas festival in 
Bethlehem, and frighten away many from participation. 
The fact that the celebration is held on the very spot 
where was accomplished the mystery of the birth of Christ, 
gives it an unusual charm; the direction of the celebration 
by the patriarch, assisted by a numerous clergy, lends like- 
wise an exalted character ; but the circumstances just men- 
tioned, which accompany the Christmas festival in Bethle- 
hem, make those celebrations [i. e., of other countries] far 
preferable,” 

It is even so. Bethlehem, little in itself, belongs to the 
precious “day of small things.” ‘ Who hath despised it” 
more than they who contend to give it an earthly great- 
ness, that themselves may lead the parade? There lay the 
one perfect child, in the humiliation and subjection of in- 
fancy ; the divine model of those of whom are the king- 
dom. Who could wish that any earthly pomp should mar 
the sweet heavenly pattern? 





A FRIENDLY SUBJECT. 
BY MRS, AMELIA E, BARR. 


Friends are indissolubly associated with Christmas and 
New Year, in the calendar of feeling and sentiment. If 
“friends” and “ friendship ” are not household words, what 
are household words? Every man with a roof over his head 
believes that of course he knows all about them. But 
when we come to think of it, friends are by no means 
such a matter of course. The affections of men are not 
governed by a blind and uncertain chance, any more than 
the things of the outward and visible world. 

True friendships come from God, who links us together 
by invisible chains. Why did Jonathan so suddenly love 
the man who was to exclude him from the throne? The 
thing “was of the Lord;” and how often do we read of 
God giving a man favor in the eyes of another? No 
amount of taking thought produces these affinities, Can 
any one write out in form the various reasons which make 
him prefer one man to another ? 

There is, therefore, nothing more false than the belief that 
friendship must be founded on long acquaintance, or con- 
geniality of tastes or pursuits. If this were really so, we 
should spend our lives reconnoitring. It is also ‘certain 
that the most generous friendships exist between people 
very dissimilar, cemented by some occult feeling they can- 
not themselves define. 

Friendships are rarely built upon acts of service. It 
answers the purposes of poetry and romance to say so, but 
in real life it is not true. Our affections and charities do 
not go together. “ Why should G hate me?” said 
Louis the Sixteenth; “I do not remember ever to have 
done him a kindness.” Men find more pleasure in doing 
favors than in receiving them. Christ, who knew the heart 
of humanity, said so. 

The author of “Tom Brown,” in his anxiety to make 
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young men see the difference between friends and mere 
boon companions, proposes to them this test: “ Fancy your 
friend stripped of everything, without a name, dropped 
down in the middle of Holborn or Piccadilly ; would you 
go to him then and there, take him home, feed, clothe, and 
stand by him to your last sovereign and last legof mutton? 
If not, you would have no right to call him by the sacred 
name of friend.” 

Such a test disturbs the very foundations of friendship. 
Friendship contains the ideas of independence and equal- 
ity. When this equilibrium is destroyed, friendship has 
begun to wane. In the case of a man taken off the street 
and his rescuer, it would be gratitude on one side, pat- 
ronage on the other. Romance may not say this, but 
every-day experience constantly proves it. 

Great thinkers of all ages have admitted the fact. Aris- 
totle says that “equality in circumstances is necessary to 
friendship.” Plato, Seneca, and Dr. Johnson reiterate the 
statement: the latter (Rambler, No. 64) says “ Friend- 
ship is seldom lasting but between equals. Benefits which 
cannot be repaid, are not commonly found to increase 
affection; they excite gratitude, but take away that easy 
freedom of intercourse without which there cannot be 
friendship.” The true friend will not be wanting when he 
is needed, but we refuse in the mean time to gauge his af- 
fection by a test that is an insult. 

But though friendship is tested by adversity, it is, like 
all pleasant things, nursed in smiles. Friends are popu- 
larly supposed to have aright to say disagreeable things, 
and not to spare us. Sincerity is certainly a necessity of 
friendship ; but we love best those who have not too keen 
an eye for our faults, in whose company our faculties 
brighten, who make us feel clear-headed, generous, and 
amiable. The great-hearted Sydney Smith says: “It is 
not well to be always telling a friend of his faults, and 
friendship must not be turned into a system of lawful and 
unpunishable impertinence,” 

Irony and sarcasm are especially to be avoided. Irony 
is not a weapon filled for any peaceable occasion, and sar- 
casm is in general the very language of the devil. Whena 
man elects to sit in this seat of the scorner, he must not 
wonder if he has no friends. 

Then, if we would keep our friends, we must be not only 
amiable, but honest and faithful ; for a breach of confidence 
is the unpardonable sin against ‘the sentiment of friend- 
ship. Even when it is broken, the secrets of old friends 
ought to be sacred; we should lock them up in the most 
secret drawer of our hearts, and then throw away the Key. 

We all feel capable of a true friendship, and would wil- 
lingly believe ourselves capable of inspiring it. I think 
there are in life few pleasanter things than the sensation of 
feeling that we have got a new friend, and that a whole set 
of new sympathies has sprung up in our hearts; and the 
Jater we can prolong that flexibility of spirit which wel- 
comes new friends without disparaging old ones, the more 
likely we shall be to postpone the drawing nigh of those 
evil days when men say, “ There is no pleasure in them.” 

It must be allowed that friendship, like all other earthly 
ties, “ passes away.” Death isits least sorrowful accident. 
Friends change as well as die; and when this alienation 
takes place, the best thing we can do, is to learn that the 
dead are dead, and that silent burial is better than spas- 
modic galvanism. 

But Jesus delights to walk in these desert and desolated 
places of the heart. It is in them he meets with disap- 
pointed souls whom illusory visions have forsaken. In 
him we find the perfection and the divinity of friendship. 
He calls “us friends.” He does not only say “he loves 
us,”—for we may love an animal, a slave, an inferior,—but 
he calls us friends, which implies far more. We do not 
choose him, but he chooses us; and there is no failure in 
his regard ; his friendship once given, is given “unto the 
end.” When Lord Brooks died, he desired only that they 
would put this inscription over his grave: “ Here lies the 
friend of Sir Philip Sidney.” Very few canclaim the friend- 
ship of so rare and noble a soul as Sidney, but we can all 
have the right to let our humble graves tell truly, “Here 
lies a friend of Christ.” 


BIBLE STUDY AND BIBLE MARKING. 
BY MRS, STEPHEN MENZIES, 


The interest in Bible study, which has been gradually 
deepening during the past few years, nas lately received 
such a blessed impetus, that now the one pleading request 
on every hand is, “Give me some hints on studying my 
Bible.” Christians are wide awake, eagerly grasping at 
any and every little paper which may help them in their 
interesting search. 

The following suggestions as to a plan of Bible study 
which I have for years carried out myself, will, I trust, 








prove as valuable to others. As I am writing for God's 
people, I presume I need scarcely exhort them to much 
prayer for the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Without this, 
even Bible study will become merely theoretical, and will 
produce no spiritual result. 

First, then, divide between Bible reading and Bible study, 
If you have but ten or fifteen minutes night and morning, 
read God's word—and read it consecutively. In this way 
you get a grasp of the “ whole counsel 6f God.” 

But this is not Bible study. For this, fifteen minutes 
will not suffice. Try and secure two or three hours as 
often as possible, and then set yourself down to your Bible, 
with your concordance, your text-book, and pen, ink, and 
ruler. Determine you will not be diverted from your 
purpose, and you may expect a feast of fat things. Don’t 
be impatient: light from God does not break over the 
sacred page in a moment; so wait, and ponder, and pray, 
—compare Scripture with Scripture,—and as you thus dig, 
God will unfold to you “ precious things.” 

Next: Take up one book or one epistle ata time. Keep 
at that book until you have gleaned from it as much as 
you can. After a while you will perhaps return to it, and 
be surprised and gladdened to see what fresh depth and 
fresh beauties now open to you, which you had failed to 
discover before. You may spend weeks or months, for 
example, upon the wonderful little book Ruth. 


Let us glance together at the first verse. 
opens: “and”—“and.” Here is a link with something 
going before. You turn back to Judges 21: 25. You see 
Israel’s condition described,—“ Doing every man what was 
right in his own eyes.” Then follows the story of E!imelech 
in practical illustration of the sad consequences. 

“A famine.”—You turn to your concordance and look 
up the word “ famine.” You find how often God has tried 
his people, tested them in various ways, oftentimes by a 
famine: Gen. 12: 10; Gen. 26: 1. You mark these 
references neatly in your margin. You add 1 Kings 
17: 1, showing that, whereas others failed when tested, 
Elijah trusted God and was maintained in the midst of 
protracted famine. Again, you add a fourth reference, 
Luke 15: 14, and before it you write “ct.” (contrast). 
This will remind you that whilst a famine in the case of 
Abraham and Isaac was a temptation to them fo depart 
from God, with the prodigal, it led him back to God. This 
will suggest how differently individuals are affected by the 
same providences. And thus you are led at once into 
another line of study. 

“ And a certain man.”—How often this word “ certain” 
occurs; especially inthe Gospels. “A certain man” (Luke 
10: 30), “A certain priest” (v.31). “ A certain village,” 
“acertain woman” (v.38). This will suggest the love 
and care of God for us as individuals. He regards us, not 
as congregations or masses, but as individuals. Again 
you refer to your concordance, and in the margin you jot 
down such verses as Isaiah 43: 1. If you have room 
enough in the margin, then place the group of texts in a 
corner of the page; draw a ring round it, and carry a 
line ended with an arrow up to it, from the word to which 
it belongs. 

“ Went to sojourn.” 


See how it 


You underline the word “ sojourn.” 
It is deeply significant. A wrong step! God tested 
Elimelech ; Elimelech could not stand the test ; —‘ tried, 
but found wanting.” But the word “ sojourn” implies yet 
more. It has the thin end of Satan’s wedge. Alas! the 
path of declension is only too easy. One step leads to 
another and another and another. See here the three 
further steps of retrogression: “continued ’”’—“ took them 
wives ’"—“dwelled”—“. . . there ten years.” Underline 
these words, and then draw a “railway” from one to 
another, and you have these four steps abidingly impressed 
on your mind. 

I need scarcely pursue these suggestions further into 
the chapter. Thus one goes on from verse to verse, find- 
ing additional references to each line; and so arranging 
and grouping them, as to suggest fresh, out-branching 
lines of truth. Thus the markings on even two or three 
verses of Scripture, become the pegs on which the frame- 
work of a Bible lesson is very easily hung. 

As you come to the first name in the book, Elimelech, 
you search out its meaning; you goon and discover that 
there are just seven characters in Ruth, each name having 
its own significance. You look out for some divisions of 
the book, and you find that in the three chapters treating of 
Ruth, the stranger brought “into the land,” the leading 
heads are as follows: Chapter 2, communion in service ; 
chapter 3, communion in rest; chapter 4, communion in rela- 
tionship ; and then, in that second chapter, which presents 
such a lovely picture of the Christian at work, you find these 
seven divisions: The place of service; the time of ser- 
vice ; the subjects of service; direction in service; fellow- 
ship in service; provision for service; reward of service. 





The key-thought of each chapter will be written at the 
head of each chapter; such a group as the above, in some 
spare corner of the page. This very simple, but syste- 
matic way of studying each verse, and gathering to it all 
the additional thoughts, subjects, references, etc., of which 
it is suggestive, is wonderfully prolific. The more we 
study, the more we find to study. 

Do not be disappointed if you do not find as much as 
you wish or expect. Go straight on, marking down all 
you do find, and as you return to the same portion from time 
to time, fresh beauties will develop, which you will at once 
securely treasure up by the use of your pen. 

In this little passage from Ruth, I have illustrated, not 
only my plan of Bible study, but also of Bible marking. 
To study, but not to mark, is to dig out the precious ore, 
but not to carry away one particle of gold as your own 
possession. Memory, alas! is very treacherous. How 
often have I found that a Bible thought which had so 
deeply impressed my mind with its force and beauty that 
I thought I could never forget it, has in time been effaced ; 
and in vain I struggled to recallit. Alas! it was then 
unavailing to regret that I had omitted to mark it down 
in my Bible. If Lhad only begun to mark my Bible when 
I began to study it, its present wealth would have been 
tenfold greater. It is this which impels me so earnestly 
to say to all Bible students, “Do mark your Bibles.’’ 
Mark them as neatly, as concisely, as possible. Mark some 
result of each day’s study. If it be but half a dozen new 
references, or two or three fresh ‘ railways,” it is so much 
gain, never to be lost. And then the mind, instead of 
being burdened with past acquisitions, will be free to spend 
its energy in searching tor new material. 

Many of those who are most interested in Bible study 
have but little leisure forit. In these busy days, it is not 
easy to secure all the time one desires; and yet, both for 
our own growth as well as for our Bible classes, we must 
get fresh manna. Blessed be God, this heavenly manna 
never gets stale—never breeds corruption. We may 
gather it, and pass it on from one to another ad infinitum, 
and still, like the bread in the Master’s hands, the more it 
is distributed, the more it multiplies. Compare the three- 
fold result of this ministry of God’s word: Prov. 11: 25, 
It waters anew our souls, Prov. 25: 13. It refreshes our 
Master. Prov, 25: 25, It refreshes the thirsty to whom we 
give it. I trust these few suggestions may stir up many 
to more earnest study and marking of God's precious 
word, . 


Eccleston Hill, near St. Helens, Lancashire, England. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 





TOM’S TALK WITH TOM. 


BY J. B. T. MARSH. 


Tom jumped up as if something had hit him. He had 
been sitting on the edge of the bed for five minutes that 
morning, with one boot on his foot and the other in his 
hand, working out a problem in Christmas presents. All 
at once a new idea struck him. That was what made him 
jump. He pulled on his other boot, splashed a little water 
on his face, chased it off with the towel, flung the towel on 
the bed, and rushed down stairs, 

“ Mamma, may I sellmy— Where’s mamma?” was the 
question which started for his mother but hit the hired 
girl, as he hurried into the kitchen. 

“Tdunno,” was Sarah’s unconcerned response, without 
looking up from the steak she was pounding. She was 
used to Tom’s steam-engine ways, and she never hurried 
her old wagon at all to get clear of his train. 

But there was no collision that time; for his mother 
came in just then. “ Mamma, may I sell my hickory nuts 
at the grocery? Then I’ll have money enough to buy that 
engine for Ted. That one that winds up and runs itself. 
He’d be so tickled with it.” 

Tom had worked like a beaver on Saturdays to pile up 
the winter’s wood under the shed, and had earned fifty 
cents in that way. He had sold his tame squirrel to Will 
Jennings for twenty-five cents. He had eaten no pie nor 
pudding at dinner since Thanksgiving, and his mother had 
allowed him a penny a day for that. He was a little tired 
of the squirrel, it’s true. And he didn’t mind puddings 
much. But to sit at the table and decline mince-pie—the 
mince-pie that his mother made a little better than any- 
body else—was like having a tooth pulled, especially a 
“sweet tooth.” Giving up one thing, though, had made it 
easier to give up another. The money which he had been 
laying aside so long for a pair of club skates was finally 
put with the rest, and all spent in Christmas presents, 

He had taken advantage of his tool-chest to make his 
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money goas faras possible. For grandma he had made a foot- 
stool with a stuffed top, of which he would have been very 
proud, as a piece of fine workmanship, if it had not been a 
little shaky in one thigh. And while the rest of the family 
had been making tippets, and mittens, and other warm 
things, as a Christmas surprise for the Pickett children, 
whose father was sick in bed with consumption and whose 
mother, poor woman! had all she could do to find enough 
for them to eat, he had made little Bob Pickett a stout 
board sled, painted red, and marked “Fast Mail.” His 
sister Jenny suggested that “ Way Freight” would be a 
more suitable name. But Tom said Y and G were harder 
letters to print. As it was, his S proved to be turned the 
wrong way, and looked as though it had faced about to 
pick a quarrel with A. 

So what with buying presents and what with making 
them, Tom had got something for everybody but Ted, his 
three-year-old brother, who was by turns the pleasure and 
pest of Tom’s life. Sometimes he was so cunning, and 
sweet, Tom felt, as he expressed it, “like eating him up.” 
The next hour Ted would bother him so he would feel 
almost sorry he hadn’t. Tom never went anywhere but 
Ted wanted to go with him. He was not at all sure to ask 
if he might either. It didno goodfor Tomtorun. He 
knew very well that it wouldn’t trouble Ted a bit if he got 
out of sight. So when Tom reached the corner, and saw Ted 
following, there was nothing to do but turn back, give Ted 
a scolding, lead him home, and shut him in the yard, 

“ Now, Ted, you'll get killed,” Tom would say; “you 
mustn’t ever do that again! will you remember?” 


Ted would promise, and add, perhaps, to Tom’s disgust, 
“Can go yesterday, when I’m big boy, can’t 1?” Ted 
always said yesterday when he meant to-morrow, and Tom 
knew that Ted would surely consider himself old enough 
the next day to start after him again. 


It was because Ted had so much “ go” in him that Tom 
felt sure that the toy locomotive, which would run about 
the floor when it was wound up, would be just the present 
for him. 

But he must have fifty cents more before he could buy 
it. There was no more wood to pile. If it would only 
snow “ like everything” he could earn something shoveling 
paths; but the sky was red the night before, and it was 
only three days before Christmas, He didn’t know what 
he would do, until the happy thought of selling the hick- 
ory nuts came to him all at once, as he sat on the edge of 
the bed that morning. ° 

“Won’t you be sorry for it afterwards?” said his 
mother, when Tom had laid his plan before her. “ You 
know what good times you were expecting to have in eat- 
ing them this winter.” 

“ Yes,” said Tom, “they’re awful good and” — 

“T wish you would break yourself of saying ‘awful’ so 
much,” interposed his mother. 

“ And,” added Tom, “it was aw— I mean mighty cold 
work for my fingers when I gathered ’em.” 

“* Mighty’ is worse than ‘ awful,’” remarked his mother. 

“ Bat,” continued Tom, as unrufiled by these maternal 
interruptions as a duck’s feathers by the drops of rain, 
‘the engine will tickle Ted so. I believe I’d rather see him 
enjoying that than eat hickory nuts.” 

His mother reflected that the hickory nuts were usually 
eaten just before bed-time, and she offered no further objec- 
tion to Tom’s plan. The engine would not make it neces- 
sary for her to get up nights to give the boys peppermint, 
at any rate. 

It did give Tom a moment’s pang to see those nice nuts 
that grew on the big tree in the barn meadow—whose 
shells were so thin he could crack them with his teeth— 
roll into the grocer’s half-bushel. But Tom hada gene- 
rous streak in his nature that made him enjoy giving them 
up for the sake of seeing Ted dance around that engine. 
And he took just a little self-righteous pride in thinking 
he wasn’t stingy ; like Fred Warner, for instance, who was 
putting every penny he got hold of into the savings-bank, 
aad who told Tom the week before that he shouldn’t spend 
a cent in buying Christmas presents. He thought it was 
better to make them. 

The next morning, after Tom had done his morning 
chores and been on an errand to the store, he found that he 
had fifteen minutes before he must start for school. That 
was just about enough time to finish the story in the new 
number of his magazine. He had curied one foot under 
him in the big rocking-chair, and had reached that place 
in the story where the boy was waving his mother’s red 
shawl to stop the express train at the broken bridge, when 
he heard grandma calling from the top of the stairs, 
“Tommie, will you bring me some wood? my fire’s ’most 
out.” The engine had just whistled its screaming order to 
put on the brakes ; and to be sent after an armful of wood 
at such a thrilling moment was quite annoying. So Tom 





made no reply, until grandma called again. Then he 
answered with an almost snappish “ Yes’m!” that went 
like a little stab into grandma’s kind heart as she thought 
sadly of the days when she could wait on herself, and doa 
great deal of work for others, too. 

He had to pick out short sticks for grandma’s stove, and 
when that was carried up his mother wanted him to run 
to the barn and see if he could find a fresh-laid egg, and 
there was no time after that to snatch another look at the 
story before starting for school. There was a cloud on his 
face, and he went off without giving mamma her usual 
good-by kiss. 

But the story came to his mind as he waiked along, and 
he soon forgot his vexation. He wondered whether the 
passengers made up a purse for the boy. He imagined 
himself finding a bridge washed away ; standing out in the 
freezing cold to stop the express ; and seeing his name in 
the papers as “ the young hero Tommie Briggs.” He was 
making air-castle presents to all his friends with the money 
given him by the railway company, when he caught up 
with little Bob Pickett, tugging home from the lumber- 
yard a basket of chips about as high as he was, and almost 
in tears because it was such hard work. Tom thought for 
a moment of taking hold and helping carry it. But he 
remembered, just then, that the boys at the school-house 
were finishing their snow fort ; and he left Bob, and started 
on a run to get a look at it before the bell should ring, 

That afternoon school was dismissed earlier than usual, 
and Fred Warner and two or three of the other boys came 
for Tom to join them in a game of hide-and-seek in Deacon 
Warner’s big barn. Ted heard the talk, and said to Tom, 
“Pink I'll go too.” Fred proposed to let him go. But 
Tom said, “ No, he’ll be in the way all the time, and spoil 
the fun. Hemustn’tgo.” Before they reached the corner, 
Tom, feeling a little uncomfortable inside for his selfishness 
in not taking Ted along, was specially annoyed, on looking 
around, tosee that little youngster followingthem. Going 
back with a scowl on his face, he seized the little hand with 
an angry twitch, exclaiming, “Ted Briggs, I wish vou'd 
never been born! What did I tell you? Now you just 
stay at home!” And shoving poor, grieved Ted inside 
the gate, he started on a run to overtake the boys. 

But Ted was not the fellow to stand and whimper very 
long, if he could do anything for himself. He shook and 
tugged at the gate, and by and by worked it open. He looked 
both ways for the boys, but they were not in sight. “Fink 
I can find ’em,” he said hopefully, and started up the street. 
He had not the least idea wheré Deacon Warner’s barn was, 
though, and, when he reached the corner, concluded he 
wouldn’t try to find it. 

He watched a couple of dogs, playing in Mr. Ward's 
back yard, for a little while, and then said to himself, 
“ Fink I’d better go home.” But just then he saw old Dr. 
McCarthy drive up in his cutter to Mr. Morrow’s house, 
right across the corner, and that gave him a new idea. 
“ Fink he'll give me a ride,” he said cheerily, and started 
across the street. 

The doctor was not expecting to stop but a moment. He 
merely wanted to see whether Miss Morrow had taken all 
her medicine. So he jumped out of his sleigh and ran in 
without hitching his horse or ringing the door-bell. “ Fink 
I'll be all ready when he asks me,” said Ted, and he 
climbed into the cutter. It was the doctor’s pride that he 
never had to carry a whip nor a hitching strap for his 
horse. She would stand wherever he left her, and a flip of 
the reins was all she needed to make her travel “like a 
blue streak,” as the doctor expressed it. 

Ted took hold of the reins, and the horse mistook his 
pull for the doctor's flip, and off she started. Ted was sur- 
prised, but not at all frightened. “Fink I can drive,” he 
said, and flip, flip went the reins. The doctor had never 
seemed in such a hurry since that day, two years ago, when 
a tree fell on Squire Perkins. It must be a bad case, the 
horse thought, and she never lifted her feet faster. 

The doctor didn’t stay inthe house three minutes. But 
when he came out of the gate, with his head down, won- 
dering whether he ought to goand see old Mrs. Powell, 
and lifted his foot to put it in his cutter, the cutter wasn’t 
there ! 

“Bless me!” he said to himself, “ what does this mean?” 
He looked up the street, and then down. Yes, that was 
his sleigh just disappearing over the rise of the hill, almost 
a quarter of a mile away. The doctor started after it. 

He had gone but a few steps when old Mrs. Welton came 
running down the walk to her gate to meet him, with her 
apron over her head, in great excitement, 

“You're looking for your horse, a’n’t you?” she said, 
and then proceeded to tell him how she had been standing 
at the front window in her “ best room” half an hour, try- 
ing to find out what company they had at the Ruggleses, 
across the street, when she saw the doctor’s horse go by 





“on the jump,” and nobody in the cutter but little Ted 
Briggs. 

“ He'll get thrown out and killed down at the turn of 
the road, if he don’t afore. And most likely it’ll smash 
your cutter too. Oh, my!” She would have talked longer, 
but a sleigh coming along that moment gave the doctor a 
chance to ride, and she started to take the news to the 
Briggses. 

Ted had been missed, and Jenny was just starting out 
to find him, when Mrs, Welton’s report filled the house 
with alarm. Grandma went to her room to pray, Jenny 
hurried to Deacon Warner's barn to get Tom ; mamma, with 
pale face and thumping heart, built a fire, and drew the 
curtains inher bed-reom. It was a room that had seen a 
great deal of sickness and suffering, but, somehow, it was 
to all of them the dearest room in the house. 

Poor Tom! the news stabbed him like a knife. If he 
had let Ted go with him, this dreadful thing never would 
have happened, And now, perhaps, he never could take 
dear, dear Ted with him again. Oh, if he could only live 
that afternoon over again! 

When the doctor reached the bend of the road, he found 
that the very thing which he feared had happened. The 
sleigh had upset, it was going so fast when it turned the 
corner. And there lay little Ted by the side of the road, 
white and still, But he was not dead. His arm was 
broken, and in the fright and pain he had fainted. The 
good old horse had stopped at once, and no other harm had 


been done. The sleigh was righted, the horse turned about, 
and with Ted in his lap the doctor hurried back, 

The fracture was not a bad one, and, with his arm set 
and bandaged, Ted was quite himself again before bed- 
time. 


But the thought of his unkindness kept coming 
back like the strokes of a whip on Tom’s penitent heart. 
It was a little more than he could bear when Ted had been 
undressed in mamma’s bed-room, with the grateful happy 
family around him, and knelt by his mother’s lap to say 
his prayer: 

“© Lord, bless the poor children who don’t have no 
good home; ’cause it cold to night. Don’t let me pull 
kitty’s tail; ’cause she'll scratch me. Don’t let Aunt 
‘Gusta ask me to kiss her; ’cause I don’t like to. Don’t 
let me trouble Tom ; ’cause he won’t want me to be borned. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen.” 

Tom slipped up to his own room, threw himself on his 
bed, and the two Toms inside of him had a long talk. 

“T pretend to be generous, but I am as selfish as I can 
be,” said one Tom. 

“T worked real hard to make grandma a footstool,” said 
the other Tom. 

“ But I was cross when she wanted me to bring in 
some wood, and that was so mean.” 

“T took my skate money to get Scribner’s for mamma, 
and all the boys have got club-skates but me,” 

“But I find fault when we have codfish at breakfast, 
and then eat it pleasantly when I’m at Uncle John’s, I 
know it makes her feel bad.” 

“T’ve made Bob Pickett a painted sled, and he’s no rela- 
tion of mine.” 

“But I cared more for a little fun at the snow fort than 
of helping him with his heavy basket.” 

“My teacher says I get my Sunday-school lesson better 
than any other boy in our class,” 

“Bat I was out of patience last Sunday because Ben 
got the end seat when I wanted it. And there’s Ted! 
Little more and he would have been killed; just because 
I didn’t want to be bothered with taking care of him in 
the barn, And the other boys were more willing to please 
him than I was. And he’s my brother, Dear Ted! What 
if he’d died! It seems as if I was ’most a murderer. I 
do things for other folks that I enjoy doing, but I’m not a 
bit ’commodating when I feel like doing something else. I 
care more for my own comfort than I do for mamma’s, or 
grandma’s, or Ted’s—dear Ted. I’m ashamed to give ’em 
their presents. It seemslike giving shucks when I want 
to eat the meats myself. But I’ll not do so any more—not 
if God will help me. And I believe he will. I wish I 
could tell ’em all how I’m going to try to give myself with 
my presents. But I can't—only mamma. They’ll find it 
out, though.” 

Tom slipped down on his ‘knees by the side of the bed, 
and asked God, with all his heart, to help him in his new 
resolve. Then he went down stairs. He found the dear, 
sweet-faced mamma sitting alope in the dining-room, 
mending Ted’s torn dress, and putting his arm around 
her neck, with his tears dropping on her face, he told her 
all that was in his heart. 

“God help you, dear Tom,” she said. 


“ T’m sure he will. 
It’s what we all need to learn. 


It’s the lesson of that 


blessed Christmas gift to our sinful world over eighteen 
He gave himself for us.” 


hundred years ago. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 


STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
[First Quarter, 1878.] 
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| in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 
Be ve 





1. Jan. 6.—Rehoboam, First King of Judah__------- 2 Chron. 12: 1-12 
2. Jan. 13,—Asa Faithful to his God_........---.2. 2 Chron: 14: 1-12 
3, Jan, 20.—The Covenant Renewed_.._...........2 Chron. 15: 8-15 | 
4. Jan, 27.—Jehoshaphat’s Prosperity_...._- seleeadiaedl 2 Chron, 17: 1-10 
6. Feb, 3.—Jehoshaphat Reproved_...._..-..-.-.--- 2 Chron, 19: 1-9 
6. Feb, 10.—Jehoshaphat Helped of God _------ 2 Chron, 20; 14-22 
7, Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Templie_--------- 2 Chron, 24; 4-13 
& Feb, 24.—Uzziah's Pride Punished__....-..-...- 2 Chron, 26: 16-23 
9, March 3.—Ahaz’s Persi-tent Wickedness___...2 Chron, 28 : 19-27 
10, March 10,—Hezekiah's Good Reign_.....------_- 2 Chron, 29: 1-11 
11, March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians__.......2 Chron, 82: 9-21 
12, March 24,.—Manasseh brought to Repentance_._.2 Chron. 33: 9-16 
13, 


March 31.—Review. 


LESSON 1, SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 1878. 
Tit'e: REHOBOAM, FIRST KING OF JUDAH. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Wuewn te nUuMnLeD “HIMSELF, THE[WRATH OF THE 
Loxp TURNED From HIM.—2 Chron. 12; 12, 


Lesson Topic: Transgression and Penitence. 


{ 1. Transgression, v. 1. 
Dutiinn: | 2. Punishment, v. 2-5, 8-11, 
: 3. Penitence, v 6. 
| 1. Reward, v. 7, 12. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Dec. 31: 2Chron. 12: 1-12. Transgression and penitence, 
Tuesday, Jan. 1: 2 Chron. 10: 1-19. The revolt of Israel. 
Wednesday, Jan 2: 1 Kings 14: 21-31. The reign of Reboboam, 
Thursday, Jan. 3: 2 Chron, 11: 1-17. The prosperity of Judah, 
Friday, Jan. 4: 1 Chron. 28: 1-10. Warning against apostasy. 
Saturday, Jan. 5: 2 Chron. 6: 12-25. Pyayer for pardon, 
Sunday, Jan. 6; 2 Chron, 7: 12-22. Reward and punishment. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{2 Chron. 12: 1-12.] 

1, And it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the king- 
dom, and had strengthened himself, he forsook the law of the Lorn, 
and atl Israel with him. 

2, And it came to pass, that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because they 
had transgressed against the Lorp. 

3. With twelve hundred chariots, and threescore thousand 
horsemen: and the people were without number that came with 
him out of Egypt; the Lubim, the Sukkiim, and the Ethiopians. 

4, And he took the fenced cities which pertained to Judah, and 
came to Jerusalem. 

5. Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the 
princes of Judah, that were gathered together to Jerusalem because 
of Shishak, and said unto them, Thus said the Lorp, Ye have for- 
saken me, and therefore have I also left you in the hand of Shi 
shak,. 

6. Whereupon the princes of Israel and the king humbled them- 
selves; and they said, The Lorp is righteous. 

7. And when the Lorp saw that they bumbled themselves, the 
word of the Lorp came to Shemaiah, saying, They have bumbled 
themselves; therefore I will not destroy them, but I will grant 
them some deliverance; and my wrath shall not be poured out 
upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 

8. Nevertheless they shall be his servants; that they may know 
my service, and the service of the kingdoms of the countries, 

9. So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and 
took away the treasures of the house of the Lorp, and the treas 
ures of the king's house; he took all; be carried away also the 
shields of gold which Solomon had made, 

10. Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields of brass, and 
committed them to the hands of the chief of the guard, that kept 
the entrance of the king's house. 

11. And when the king en‘ered into the house of the Lorp, the 
guard came and fetched them, and brought them again into the 
guard chamber. ‘ 

12. And when he humbled himself, the wrath of the Lorp turned 
from him, that he would not destroy Aim altogether: and also in 
Judah things went well. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron, 12: 1. Established the kingdom. So they 
strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon strong. 2 Chron. 11: 17 So king Rehoboam 
strengthened himself in Jerusalem, andreigned. 2Chron, 12: 13: 

He forsook the law of the Lord, Beware lest thou 
forget the Lorp, which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. Deut. 6: 12 And they 
shall answer, Because they forsook the Lorp their God, who 
brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have 
taken hold upon other gods, and have worshiped them, and 
served them: therefore hath the Lorp brought upon them all 
this evil. 1 Kings 9: 9——When Ephraim spake trembling, he 
exalted himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he died, 
Hosea 13: 1. 


All Israel.——But as for the children of Israel which dwelt 
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TIMES. 
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1 Kings 
Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of 
Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin. 2 Chron. 11: 3. 
Vv. 2. Shishak. And Jeroboam arose, and filed into 
Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the 
death of Solomon. 1 Kings 11: 40. And it came to pass in 
the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt came 
up against Jerusalem. 1 Kings 14: 23. 
Because they had transgressed, 
the Lorp, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. 
Lorp was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands 
of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of 
their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand 
before their enemies. 














And they forsook 


Whithersoever they went out, the hand of 
the Lorp was against them for evil, as the Lorp had said, and as 
the Lorp had sworn untothem: and they were greatly distressed 
Jude 2: 13 15. If thou seek him, he wili be found of thee; but 
if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off forever, 1Chron. 28: 9 
—tThey provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low 
for their iniquity. Psa. 106; 43.—-But they rebelled and vexed 
his Holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and 








he fought against them. Isa. 63: 10 Know therefore and see 
that i¢ is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lorp 
thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lorp God of 
hosts. Jer. 2: 19. 

V. 3. Without numbecr.— for they came up with their 


cattle and their tents, and they came as grasshoppers for multi- 
tude; for both they and their camels were without number: and 
they entered into the land to destroy it. Judg. 6: 5. 

Vv. 4. The fenced cities. And Rehoboam dwelt in 
Jerusalem, and built cities for defence in Judah. 2 Chron. 11: 5. 
——Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced 
cities of Judah, and took them, Isa. 36: 1. Go yeup upon her 
walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her bat- 
tlements: for they are not the Lorp’s. Jer. 5: 10. 

V.5. Inthe hands of Shishak,.——And David said unto 
God, I am in a great strait; let us fall now into the hand of the 
Lorp; for his mercies are great: and Jet me not fall into the hand 
of man. 2 Sam. 24: 14. 

Vv. 6 Humbled themselves.— Hezekiah humbled him- 
self for the pride of his-heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, so that the wrath of the Lorp came not upon them in the 
days of Hezekiah. 2 Chron. 32: 26 When he slew them, then 
they sought him. Psa. 78: 34 God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble, James 4: 6. 

















The Lord is righteous.——The Lorp is righteous, and I 
and my people are wicked. Ex. 9: 27——The Lorp is righteous : 
for I have rebelled against hiscommandment. Lam. 1: 18. 

V. 7 My wrath.——Great is the wrath of the Lorp that is 
poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept the word 
of the Lorp, to do after all that is written inthis book. 2Chron 
34: 21, My wrath shall be poured out upon this place and shall 
not be quenched. 2 Chron. 34: 25 Pour out thy wrath upon 
the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms 
that have not called upon thy name. Psa. 79: 6. 


Vv. 8. That they may know my service. Because 
thou servedst not the Lorp thy God with joyfulness, and with 
gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things; therefore shalt 
thou serve thine enemies. Deut. 28: 47 Now these are the 
nations which the Lorp left, to prove Israel by them. Judges 




















3:1 O Logp, correct me, but with judgment; notin thine 
anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. Jer. 10: 24. 
Vv. 9. Took away the treasures,- Then Asa took all 


the silver and the gold that were left in the treasures of the house 
of the Lor», and the treasures of the king’s house. 1 Kings 
15: 18. And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in 
the house of the Lorp, and in the treasures of the king’s house, 





and sent it for a present to the king of Assyria. 2 Kings 16: 8. 


And Hezekiah gave Aim all the silver that was found in the 





house of the Lorp, and in the treasures of the king’s house. 
2 Kings 18: 15 ——The adversary hath spread out bis hand upon 
all her pleasant things. 

V.10. Shields of brass.——Anid king Rehoboam made 
in their stead brazen shields. 1 Kings 14: 27. How is the 
gold become dim! Aow is the most fine gold changed! Lam. 4: 1. 


Lam. 1: 10. 





LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A, PELTZ, 

When Solomon's kingdom was divided (B. C. 975), the 
tribe of Judah alone remained to the house of David 
(1 Kings 11: 36; 12: 20). The tribe of Benjamin, however, 
soon identified itself with Judah, and sent warriors to assist 
in subduing the rebellious tribes (1 Kings 12:21). Jerusa- 
lem was within the borders of Benjamin. But its capture 
from the heathen had been accomplished by David, who was 
a prince of Judah, who also made it the capital city of his 
kingdom, Jerusalem was, therefore, specially dear to these 
two tribes, and it formed a center about which they would 
almost inevitably raiiy. 

The kingdom of Judah was further reinforced by priests 
and Levites who had dwelt among the ten tribes, but who 
would not co-operate in Jeroboam’s idolatrous schemes 
(2 Chron. 11: 13, 14), Other devout persons also, from every 
tribe of Israel, came to Jerusalem and cast in their lot with 
Judah (2Chron. 11: 16). For three years the kingdom thus 
constituted enjoyed prosperity (2 Chron. 11:17). After these 
years it is (B. C. 972) that the narrative of the first lesson 


And the anger of the | 


| known as Judea. 








ing the lesson, complete the brief record of Rehoboam’s 
seventeen years of rule. (See, also, 1 Kings 14: 21-31). 

Rehoboam was the son of Solomon and Naamah. His life 
at Solomon's court naturaliy made him headstrong and self- 
indulgent, and he was quite inadequate to the duties of a 
regal station. During all of Rehoboam’s reign in Judah, 
Jeroboam sat upon the throne of Israel. 

The kingdom of Judah occupied the southern part of 
Palestine, being nearly identical with the province afterwards 
The area of this territory was 3,435 Eng- 
lish square miles, or the size of the states of Rhode Island 
and Delaware combined. The territory of Israel was 9,375 
English square miles. Under Abijah and Asa some addi- 
tions from Ephraim were made to the domain of Judah 
(2 Chron. 13: 19; 15: 8; 17: 2). 

The only basis upon which to estimate the population of 
Judah is tound in its military strength as stated from time 
totime. The text of these numerical statements is, however, 
not ofassured accuracy. Nor is the degree of pressure under 
which these armies were raised entirely clear. Four times 
the full military strength is regarded as a fair estimate of 
population. The army records at various periods are thus 
given: 

David's army, B. C. 1017 (2 Sam. 24:9; 
500 000. 

Rehoboam’s army, B. C. 975 (1 Kings 12: 21), 180,000. 

Abijah’s army, B. C, 957 (2 Chron. 13: 3), 400,000, 

Asa’s army, B. 0. 955 (2 Chron. 14: 8), 580,000. 

Jehoshaphat’s army, B. C. 914 (2 Chron. 17: 
1,160,000, 

Amaziah's army, B. C. 839 (2 Chron. 25: 5), 300,000. 

Uzziah’s army, B. C. 810 (2 Chron. 26: 11-13), 307,500. 

Judah enjoyed sources of wealth which cannot be satisfac- 
torily determined. Even after Solomon’s treasures had been 
removed from the temple, other accumulations were gathered, 
which incited the cupidity of surrounding nations, and led 
to frequent spoliations of the sacred house. (See 1 Kings 
14: 26; 15:18; 2 Kings 12:18; 14:14; 16:8; 18:15; 
24:13). Tillage and pasturage were the chief employments 
of the people, and probably there was some commerce 
through the Red Sea ports, and through Joppa. 
there was some trade with Egypt also. 

On his accession to the throne, Rehoboam strengthened 
Jerusalem, and surrounded it with garrisoned cities (2 Chron. 
11: 5-12). He, and his two immediate successors, maintained 
a desultory warfare with the ten tribes(1 Kings 14: 30; 
2 Chron. 12:15). In the fitth year of Rehoboam’s reign, 
Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against him, and spoiled 
the temple and the king's palace. (See Lesson I.) Shishak 
was the friend and protector of Jeroboam, king of Israel 
(1 Kings 11: 40; 12:2). He is the Sheshonk I., or Se- 
sonchosis, of the Egyptian literature; the Susakim of the 
Septuagint; and probably the Sasychis of Herodotus. Of 
Rehoboam's relations with other neighboring nations, there 
are no direct statements, but a general peacefulness may be 
inferred from the fact that warfare is not mentioned. 


1 Chron. 21: 5), 


13-19), 


Possibly 


CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The International Lessons for the first half of the year 
1878 present a general view of the religious history of the 
kingdom of Judah from the division of the United Kingdom 
to the end of the Babylonian exile, when the long line of 
prophetic labors was crowned by the establishment of a 
purer idea of God and his worship; and the nation entered 
on that career of sacerdotalism and legalism which culmi- 
nated in the religious formality of our Lord’s time. Of 
this history, two accounts are given in the Old Testament: 
one in the Book of Kings, the other in the Book of Chroni- 
cles, between which there are noteworthy differences, not 
merely in the extent of the field embraced (Kings treats of 
both Judah and Israel, Chronicles of Judah only), but also 
in the aim and tone of the narration. The Book of Kings, 
probably composed during the exile by a prophetic writer, 
describes the national history in its relation to the pure 
worship of Jehovah, God of Israel, as over against other 
gods. The Book of Chronicles, apparently composed long 
after the exile by a levitical author, exhibits the history 
rather in its relation to the temple ritual, and so omits much 
that the older work contains, and inserts much that it omits. 
The two accounts should be studied side by side ; each supple- 
ments and throws light on the other. Our lessons (except 
three from Jeremiah and six from Daniel) are taken from 
Chronicles,—teachings of Jewish history recorded, probably, 
by a pious Levite, in the fourth century before Christ. 

PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(1.) And it came to pass, when Rehoboam's kingdom was 
established and he had become strong, he forsook the law of 
Jehovah, and all Israel with him. (2) And it came to pass 
in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, that Shishak king of 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because they were 
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unfaithfal to Jehovah; (3.) with twelve hundred chariots 
and sixty thousand horsemen, and the people were without 
number that came with him out of Egypt, Lubim, Sukkiim, 
and Ethiopians. (4) And he took the fortified cities that 
pertained to Judah, and came to Jerusalem. (5.) And She- 
maiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the princes of 
Judah, who were gathered together to Jerusalem for fear of 
Shishak, and said to them, Thus saith Jehovah, Ye have 
abandoned me, and I also have abandoned you to the hand 
of Shishak. (6.) And the princes of Israel and the king 
humbled themselves, and said, Jehovah is just. (7.) And 
when Jehovah saw that they humbled themselves, the word 
of Jehovah came to Shemaiah, saying, They have humbled 
themselves, I will not destroy them, and I will grant them 
some deliverance, and my wrath shall not be poured out 
upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. (8.) Yet they 
shall be his servants: and they shall know my service, and 
the service of the kingdoms of the lands. (9.) And Shishak, 
king of Egypt, went up against Jerusalem, and took the 
treasures of the house of Jehovah and the treasures of the 
king's house—he took all; and he took the shields of gold 
which Solomon made. (10.) And King Rehoboam made 
instead of them shields of bronze, and committed them to the 
hand of the captains of the runners, who kept the entrance 
of the king’s house. (11.) And as often as the king entered 
fygto the house of Jehovah, the runners came and carried 
+theg, and brought them again into the chamber of the run- 
-ners. (12.) And when he humbled himself, the wrath of 
‘Jehoygh turned from him, and he would not destroy him 
altogether ; and also in Judah there were good things. 
NOTES. 
Verse 1—iWhen Rehoboam's kingdom was established. 
After the withdrawal of the northern tribe under Jeroboam 
(chap. 10), Rehoboam, desisting, at the instance of the 
prophet Shemaiah, from going to war with Israel for the 
recovery of his lost territory, set himself to strengthen his 
. kingdom by building fortified cities and putting them ina 
state of defence, and generally organizing and consolidating 
his government (chap. 11). But this happy condition of 
affairs lasted only three years (chap. 11:17). Then camea 
change. He forsook the law of Jehovah. He seems to have 
been young at the time of his accession (chaps. 10: 8; 13: 7; 
the number forty-one in chap. 12. 13 is probably a copyist’s 
error for twenty-one, or some other number), and in the 
time of danger listened to Jehovah’s prophets; but, the 
danger past, he yielded to the temptations of his surround- 
ings (his mother was an Ammonitess, chap. 12: 13), and the 
example of his father (1 Kings 11: 4-8).—And all Israel with 
him. Here “Israel,” as the theocratic name of the nation, 
is put for the southern kingdom as the representative of the 
pure worship of Jehovah, over against the calf-worship of 
Jehovah set up by Jeroboam (others suppose that this state- 
ment refers to. w time before the division of the kingdom). 
For the idolatrous. and other abominations committed in 
Judah at this time, see 1 Kings 14: 22-24. The nation had 
» never been free from idolatry (see Josh. 24: 14; Acts 7: 42, 
xand the Book of Judges throughout), and the worship of 
‘heathen deities received a great impulse ander Solomon. 
Verse 2.—Shishak; he is now usually identified with 
Sheshonk I., the first king of Manetho’s twenty-second 
dynasty (Bubastite). Perhaps the Pharaoh with whom 
Solomon stood in such friendly relations was the last king 
of the preceding (Tanite) dynasty, Psiunka, or Psousennes II. 
This latter dynasty, surrounded by powerful opponents at 
home, may well have sought foreign alliances. And now, 
Egypt, gradually losing her hold on Syria, was not dis- 
pleased to see dissension in the mighty empire of Solomon. 
Shishak received and favored Hadad and Jeroboam (1 Kings 
11), and now apparently takes advantage of the division of 
the kingdom (possibly instigated by Jeroboam) to attack his 
neighbor of Judah. He is said to have been of Syrian 
descent.— Unfaithful : disloyal, disobedient, rebellious. 


Verse 3.—Twelve hundred chariots and sixty thousand 
horsemen. The numbers are large, but in keeping with other 
statements about Oriental armies (Ex.14:7; 1 Kings 10: 26); 
in the Third Sallier Papyrus (translated by Professor Lush- 
ington), King Ramses II. speaks of finding himself in the 
midst of twenty-five hundred chariots of the enemy.—Lwu- 
bim: Libyans, dwelling to the west of the Delta, who were 
much employed by the Egyptian kings as bodies of police, 
frontier garrisons, and regular soldiers.—Sukkiim, or Sukkites: 
the name means “dwellers in booths,” and the Septuagint 
and Vulgate call them troglodytes, ‘‘cave-dwellers.” It is 
supposed by some that they were remnants of the ancient 
inhabitants of Egypt; but nothing is certainly known of 
them.— Ethiopians (in the Hebrew, Oushites): inhabitants of 
the country south of Egypt, called in the Old Testament 
Cush, by the Greeks Ethiopia, now Abyssinia; it was fre- 
quently subject to Egypt. None of these details are given 
in Kings. 

Verse 4.—He took the fortified cities: the walls of Karnak 
contain an inscription of Sheshonk I., giving the names of » 
number of cities of Judah which he had conquered during 
an incursion into Palestine, among them Shoco, Adoraim, and 











Aijalon (as in chap. 11: 7,9, 10); but, as it contains also |on the Lord to serve them when they want help. More 
names of conquered Israelite (northern) cities, of which | rarely are any willing to serve the Lord, when they feel no 
nothing is here said, we cannot be sure that it refers to this | special need. Ten sick persons will ask the Lord for health, 
invasion. where one who has been cured will turn back to praise the 
Verse 5.—And Shemaiah the prophet came : this message of Lord for his recovery. It is well that the Lord does not 
the prophet (verses 5,8) is omitted in Kings. Shemaiah | give us everything that we ask for. If we had a little more 
appears in the preceding chapter as dissuading Rehoboam | than we have now, it might tempt us to be independent of 
from undertaking war against Jeroboam. In verse 15 of | the Lord. We ought to be glad that we are in so constant 
our chapter he is said to have written a history of the reign | need as to be forced to look continually to the Lord for 
of Rehoboam.—Princes: heads of tribes and families, and | something which he alone can give to us. 
great officers of the realm. Shishak . . . came up against Jerusalem, because they had 
Verse 7.—I will grant them some deliverance: the meaning tranagressed (v. 2). It was not Shishak’s plan to correct 
of the word here translated “some” is variously understood. Judah for forsaking the Lord; but it was by the Lord's per- 
Some render, “I will soon grant them deliverance,” which, | ™s8ion that Shishak invaded Judah. The Lord has more 
however, does not accord with the connection, where the | ¥®Y® than one of correcting his wayward children. Some- 
contrast implied is not of time, but of degree. Others: “I | times he allows them to burn their fingers with the hot coals, or 
will come near granting them deliverance ; ” but it is clearly | tocut themselves with the edged tools they insist on handling. 
intended to say that some sort of deliverance will actually | Sometimes he lets them fall through the thin ice they venture 
be given. Others: “I will for a short while grant them to tread, or bruise themselves against the strong walls they 








deliverance,” which is nearly equivalent to “ to some extent,” rashly run into. Sometimes he burns down the Sodom they 
and implies that the punishment is only deferred, not entirely choose for a home; or takes away the wealth - the friends 
remitted (a similar statement is made in 2 Kings 20: 17-19). | which they have leaned for support. Again, he permits 
But the meaning seems to be: “I will not push punishment unsuspected dangers from which he has hitherto guarded his 
to the utmost, I will grant them a partial deliverance, my children to manifest themselves to the injury or alarm of 
wrath shall not be poured out (that is, in its fulness) by those who deserve new correction. Many a man who has 
Shishak, but still he shall inflict some suffering on them— | 8°2° © successfully ~ his business life, or his best laid 
they shall not go utterly free.” Instead of an overwhelming, personal plans, while carrying all forward in the fear of the 
destructive punishment, shall be a severe chastisement, Lord has suddenly found himself encompassed and embar- 
which will make them feel their wrong-doing. ai ond gh my se . — pte ‘ee ; 
. ‘ ‘ and all becanse he has forsaken the law of the Lord. ere 
. ass 4 ne — y 1 spake hears ms Seg shalt are Shishaks on every side of us. Only as the Lord holds 
accept him as their suzerain or liege lord, agreeing to obey his theme fe thale Eaeeh coe we ben bes le ee 
orders and pay him tribute. For many generations, Egypt had O ‘eyP soe . 
3 . ns nly as we walk in the fear of the Lord can we hope for the 
exercised sovereignty over the peoples of Syria —And they nite weetiaiion 
shall know my service, and the service of the kingdoms of the| . P : 
lands. They were now to feel for the first time since David The people were without number that came with him out of 
ascended the throne (though before that they had had abun- | Zyypt(v.3). Rehoboam had not so many to /elp him in his 
dant experience of it) the burden of a foreign yoke, and to | time of trouble but he could number them. His opposers, 
learn how much easier it was to submit to the laws and ser- | however, were more than he could number. When a man is 
vice of their God whose exactions would be far less and his | indistress, he can commonly number his friends easier than he 
blessings far greater than the foreigner’s. Though many | can his foes. There are more men who will follow the Shi- 
Levites had come from the northern tribes to Judah (11: 13), | shakson a march of invasion, in the hope of plunder, than will 
the people were generally far from being worshipers ot Jeho- | stand by the Rehoboams when a strong force comes up against 
vah alone. them. Ifayoung man, or an old one, puts himself outside 
Verse 9—And Shishak king of Egypt went up against the protection of the Lord, by deliberately being dishonest, or 
Jerusalem. The inference is that Rehoboam made his submis- | truthful, or impure, or vindictive, he will find enemies 
sion to Shishak, in accordance with the spirit of Shemaiah’s | Without number, to be battled. They will be on every side 
words ; Shemaiah here occupies the same position toward the | °f him, learning his weaknesses, and assailing him where he 
Egyptians as Jeremiah afterwards towards the Chaldeans (Jer. | 8 weakest. They will report his misdeeds at their worst, 
27: 12), but with very different’ results — The treasures of and misrepresent his best conduct. They will entrap him in 
the house of Jehovah. The money in the temple treasury.— unexpected ways, and will endanger him at every step. 
The treasures of the king's house. Precious vessels, garments, | Inside the enclosure of God's protection, no enemies have 
and money. He took all, or, “ the whole.” All the money | POW®: outside of that enclosure the enemies who have 
and the king’s valuables. The vessels of the temple were not | power for evil are “ without number.” 


carried away till Nebuchadnezzar’s time (2 Kings 24: 13,| He took the fenced cities (v. 4). Not only the weakest 
25: 13-17)—The shields of gold. These were kept in the points but the strongest are indefensible without God's help. 
house of the forest of Lebanon (1 Kings 10: 16, 17), and were | The soundest investments become worthless in an hour ; the 
for display rather than for serious use; the larger ones, of | fastest friendships are suddenly loosened; the most secure 
which there were two hundred, were worth about four hun- position is all at once untenable ; even the honorable reputa- 
dred dollars each, the smaller ones, three hundred in number, | tion or the untarnished good name of a lifetime is unex- 
about three hundred dollars each. Mention is made of similar pectedly lost or called in question with or without reason,— 


shields among other nations. when the Lord no longer is our sure defense, “ Except the 
Verse 10.—Shields of bronze —Braas (a compound of copper | Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 
_ oe heer ae menen repay The sestal Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I also left you (v. 6). 
arisngeryere rignennd sane: ghar sig~ie t Ri mout.S: The Lord never turns away from those who are looking 
ae # in wae posse by the Egyptians ats very toward him. He simply gives to men the privilege of choos- 
wren dirarey. rp aye one ly, Sronse (p eotupound of copper ing or rejecting his service. If we want his love, it is sure 
one: Sn), wick Se Raypiinm ahe med largely for tools, tous. If we prefer to be left to ourselves, he allows us to 
op igh placenta aongaasg - “ quat Sete bape he act our own pleasure. If we are in trouble to-day, forsaken 
door of the royal palace. The shields, made of inferior of the Lord, beset by enemies, bewailing the loss of our 
maael, ie — rr : pa yea ra the house ef the fenced cities, trembling in anticipation of other evils,—we 
SAS SE SRR Cae re HE Sar RINNE RNS, SUR eee have ourselves to thank for it. We have forsaken the Lord 
mitted to the guard who bore them. . 


and therefore he has forsaken us. 

Verse 11.—As often as the king entered into ine house of ; : 
Jehovah. He did not necessarily enter the holy place, but The princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves (v. 6). 
may have performed his worship in the court.— The chamber And they _ all the more worthy as king and princes 
of the runners. The barracks, probably in a house adjoining because of this humility. He who does not know how to 
the palace. The “runners,” as their name indicates (comp. 2 obey is always unfit to command. It ua te any poman s credit 
Sam. 15: 1), accompanied the king on state occasions. tbat he knows where he belongs and is ready to occupy his 
Verse 12.—And also in Judah there were good things —Not place. A child who recognizes his dependence - his parents, 
only did the king humble himself, but also among the people apr rb pring _ Be yap. : ~~ dent ord penal om 
there were elements of religious truth and right; “ things . ree aap neparhetresienPpgetete Sesto “ 
Rano > | best soldier is he who obeys best. All the world condemns a 
eh eee” Se king or a president who resists the intelligent voice of the 
nation he represents. It is folly as well as sin to fight against 
God—childish as well as criminal. “ Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 

you in due time.” 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


When Rehoboam . . . had strengthened himself, he forsook 
the law of the Lord(v. 1). While he was weak he was ready | doms (v. 8). 
to do anything to obtain strength. So soon as he had strength 
he wanted to go alone. Most persons are glad to follow the 
Lord so long as he is clearly leading them to prosperity; but | lectures in evidence of the blessings of health. 
when they have reached prosperity too many of them are 
disposed to stop and enjoy it. 


That they may know my service, and the service of the king- 
There is nothing like a touch of experience to 
satisfy a man of the difference between the good and the bad. 
One hour of sharp pain is more convincing than a course of 
It is when 
the prodigal shares the food of hogs that he realizes what are 
Everybody is willing to call | the delights of the home he left, with its “ broad enough and 
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to spare.” The outcast drunkard or prostitute, the disgraced 
felon or fugitive, the dishonored betrayer of confidence, who 
remembers the delights and privileges of days of upright 
ness and purity, realizxs as none else can the superiority of 
the path of the just to the way of transgressors. It is a pity 
that we are not contented with fullness and joy and peace 
when we have them ; but if we will go after something else, 
it is well that the Lord teaches us by contrast how little of 
comfort there is in the emptiness and sorrows and unrest 
of sin and its consequences. 


Instead of which King Rehoboam male shields of brass 
(v.10). If aman through sin loses the gold of his early 
possessions, he commonly finds no better substitute for them 
than brass. If once stripped of his innocence of evil, his 
tenderness of heart, his purity of speech or action, his care- 
ful regard for truth, or his reverence toward God and holy 
things, none of these ornaments of his character can be 
restored to him in their original purity and glory. That 
which is given their place, even after his repentance and re- 
formation, will lack the fineness and the lustre of the treasures 
which were formerly there. He who has gone widely astray, 
or has been helpless under the power of the tempter, can 
never have the same beauty of character as he who has 
been kept free from open transgression. 

When the king entered, ... the guard... fetched them, 
and brought them again (v.11). If Rehoboam had only been 
as careful of the gold shields as he was of those of brass he 
would never have lost his original treasure. This is one 
advantage which sad experience brings toa man. He learns 
to take good care of what he has, even if it is leas valuable 
than that which he once had. A tarnished reputation is 
often better guarded, late in life, than a spotless one was in 
youth. This guarding is all right. The thing to be regret- 
ted is that it did not come earlier. Guard then, young peo- 
ple, the shields of gold in the temple of your character. If 
you once lose them, no subsequent watching will bring the 
back again, 

Also in Judah things went well (v.12). We can neither 
euffer nor have prosperity all alone. Others are linked with 
us, and weep or rejoice as we do. A mother’s heart is made 
giad or sad by her children’s course. No culprit can carry 
all the punishment of his crime into his prison cell; its heavi- 
est burden is on those he leaves outside. If things go well 
with the father of a family, also with the entire household 
things go well. And things never go so well elsewhere as in 
the Lord's service. If we want prosperity to those whom we 
love, and who must be affected by our fall or rising, let us 
trust and serve the Lord, that it may be well with us and 
with ours forever. 





SIN AND SUFFERING. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D D. 

Law is the expression of the mind of God. An old writer 
says of it, “ Its home is the bosom of God.” The violation of 
it, therefore, is inevitably destructive—always and every- 
where destructive. 

1. The very consciousness of sin is destructive of a sinner’s 
peace. The consciousness of sin is itself suffering. “Sin 
revived and I died” is the testimony of St. Paul. And this 
is the testimony of every sinner of every age. The bare con- 
viction of guilt, in having transgressed the law of God, is the 
basis of the keenest anguish a man ever suffers in this world 
or any other. 

We are so made that it cannot be otherwise. God has so 
constituted our nature that no man ever yet lived who felt 
absolutely no emotion, when the naked fact of sin was laid on 
his conscience by the Spirit of God, and held there. That 
fact of guilt, to a soul thus compelled to face it, is like a live 
coal to a naked eyeball. 

Moreover, the worst of it is that conscience, if left to itself, 
never finds an adequate remedy. It never teaches a sinner 
how he may gain deliverance from sin or suffering. It never 
hints to him the possibility of deliverance from either. That 
is no part of its design. The design of conscience is simply 
to express God's law. Therefore, in a sinner’s experience, its 
working 18 to express the evil of transgressing that law. Its 
legitimate work is to pour out upon a sinner burning and 
indignant accusations of guilt, of folly, of dishonor, of degra- 
dation, of moral defilement, of offensiveness to the holy 
universe, and of exposure to the wrath of a holy God, and— 
leave them there! 

2. The destructive working of sin in a sinner’s experience 
is further seen in the fact that sin tends to develop sin. Like 
all other forms of character, sin grows. Never for an hour 
ia it at a standstill. No soul can live in eternal infancy. 
O 1 sin begets ancther sin. Nothing else in nature is so prolific. 
One sin roots itself in the soil of character, and spreads itself 
outward, and lifts itself heavenward defiantly. Sin penetrates 
the underground of character, and forms there hidden enor- 
mities and unconscious depths of passion. A man of long 
experience in sin is always a worse man than he seems to 
himself to be. The day of judgment is to be a day of fearful 
surprises, and overwhelming revolutions in self-knowledge. 

Sin full grown defies law becanse it is law: resists restraint 





because it is restraint: contests authority with God because 
he is God. Says Cain, as depicted by Lord Byron in colloquy 
with Lucifer: “I bend to neither God nor thee.” Lord 
Byron knew whereof he affirmed. That is the legitimate 
heroism of sin. 

Sin runs to passion: passion to tumult in character: and a 
tumultuous character tends to tempests and explosions, wnich 
scorn secrecies and disguises. Then the whole man comes 
to light. Hesees himself, and others see him, as he is in 
God's sight. Those solemn imperatives and their awful 
responses: ‘Thou shalt not’"—' I will;” “ Thou shalt "—* I 
will not’”—make up, then, all that the man knows of inter- 
course with God. This is sin, in the ultimate and finished 
type of it. This is what it grows to in every sinner, if 
unchecked by the grace of God. Every man unredeemed 
becomes a demon in eternity. 

3. The destructiveness of sin is still further seen in the 
apprehension of its discovery, with which the consciousness of 
guilt is always more or less painfully attended. Our souls are 
so made as to tremble at the thought of detection in wrong. 
This is often quite distinct from the fear of other suffering 


A burglar, not Jong ago, entered and rifled the contents of 
an unoccupied dwelling. He ransacked the rooms from attic 
to cellar, and heaped his plunder together in the parlor. 
There were evidences that there he had sat down to rest, 
perhaps to think. On a bracket in the corner stood a marble 
bust of Guido’s “ Kece Homo:” Christ crowned with thorns. 
The guilty man had taken it in his hands and examined it. 
It bore the marks of his fingers. But he had replaced it, and 
turned its face to the wall; as if he would not have even the 
cold, sightless eyes of the marble Saviour look upon his deed 
of infamy. Be it so or not, there is in every human soul an 
instinct of concealment of sin, of which that act is a truthful 
emblem. The instinct of hiding clutches at every act of 
wrong-doing, and would bury it forever from the vision of 
pure eyes. Human nature thus anticipates, all through this 
life, the last prayer of sin in the day of judgment: ‘“ Rocks 
and mountains, hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on 
the throne.” 

Bat what is the effect of this craving for concealment, on a 
sinner’s life? It dooms him to moral solitude. It shuts him 
into the society of his own outraged conscience. He must 
bear the torture of an inevitable Nemesis alone. That some- 
times goads him by the sheer dread of detection to forestall 
it by confession, that he may be rid of the torment of antici- 
pating it. Do not the history of suicide in this world, and 
the records of tribunals of human justice, confirm this working 
of the law of conscience? 

These bodies of ours are so made as to be allies of conscience 
in this thing. They are sometimes all aglow and quivering 
with the signs by which this fear of detection in wrong 
discloses itself to the beholder. An eminent jurist in England, 
after long practice at the bar, said that he was awestruck by 
the machinery for the discovery of falsehood which God had 
constructed in the muscles of the human countenance. The 
human face, he said, was the most honest thing he had ever 
found in man. If everything else bore the mask of perjury, 
he said there was an involuntary muscle in one of the iips, 
which he had never known a witness to be able to control in 
the act of giving perjured testimony. ‘That labial muscle, 
true to the hand of Him who made it, would start and 
vibrate, at the thrill of the fear of detection, in the soul 
which crouched at bay behind it. So impossible is it, in the 
last extremity, for a guilty being to suppress its dread of 
discovery, as a distinct and positive source of suffering in the 
experience of sin. 

4. Once more, the destructiveness of sin in the experience 
of the sinner is seen in the foreboding of judicial and eternal 
retribution, which is incident to sin. No two ideas are more 
indissolubly joined in the working of the human mind than 
these two of suffering and sin. ‘ Sin—suffering; suffering— 
sin"’—to a logical mind, it is inevitable to reason from the 
one to the other, even to the tracery of a hair in the propor- 
tion of effect to cause. “So much sin—so much suffering :” 
this is law. And again, “so much suffering—so much sin:” 
this is law. Think what we may of it, thisislaw. Job’s 
friends were true to the law of nature in this thing. These 
two angels of despair have trodden the ages as a winepress. 
It is the natural working of an honest conscience unrelieved 
by the grace of God, to weld these two things together in the 
forebodings of a guilty soul. 

Hence, in the experience of sin, it is sheer nature to antici- 
pate suffering. And eternal sin must involve eternal suffering. 
This is nature. Yes! “it must be so: thou reasonest well.” 
It is not superstition to fear an eternal hell. It is not bigotry 
to believe in it and to teach it. It is simple nature, acting 
out one of its involuntary and elementary instincts. The 
heart’s throbbing is not more natural. A fearful looking for 
of judgment is, sooner or later, in the order of nature, the 
fruitage of all sin. 

Besides, the human conscience finds no end to it. Once a 
sinner always asinner—this is nature. Therefore, once a 
sinner always a sufferer—this too is nature. Again we must 
say, think what we may of it, thisis law. It is no peculiarity 
of it, this is law. It is no peculiarity of the Bible. 





Priests have not made it so. The Bible is no more responsi- 
ble for it than the Koran. It is an obstinate fact in the 
make of the human soul. It declares the doom of any and 
every soul, if left to itself to drag a history of sin be- 
hind it. 

Consequently, man the world over trembles at something. 
Guilt sooner or later makes us all cowards. We are natu- 
rally afraid of God. We dread our own immortality. Who 
knows what isto come of it? We are afraid of death. Who 
has ever got an answer from the awful silence beyond? An 
English general of unquestioned courage confessed that he 
always trembled at the first boom of the cannon in battle. 
He feared it a3 much in his fiftieth fight as in his first. Do 
not such moments of standing eye to eye with death, and 
trembling at the booming echoes of eternity, occur in the 
lives of the best and the bravest of us? 

But why? Why should a man fear death? A caterpillar 
does not fear the chrysalis through which it passes to a 
thing of beauty. Ah! but we are not butterflies. We are 
souls. We are images of God. Our dread of death, of im- 
mortality, of God, is the hammer of a deathless conscience 
falling on the anvil of eternal right, with the power of an 
almighty will in the arm that wields it. Woe to anything 
that lies between ! 

An honest conscience, then, can never point a man to him- 
self for peace. It never tells him to look within for that. 
It shuts him in to his despair, and leaves him there. This 
is all that nature can do for him. If there is no other 
source of hope, he “ goes out,” like Cain, “from the pres- 
ence of the Lord.” 

From this review of the working of sin in the experience 
of men, two things become obvious: 

It is reasonable that a sinner should inquire anviously : 
“ What shall I do to be saved”? No man has any reason to 
be ashamed of anxiety for the salvation of his soul. 

Equally obvious is the preciousness of the work of Christ. 
Christ becomes a reality to us, only by being felt to be a 
necessity. He is a reality only because he is a necessity. Here 
our thought should culminate—in the preciousness of Christ 
to lost souls. Yes—lost! No other one word expresses so 
truthfully the condition in which Christ finds us all. Lost 
to virtue; lost to the respect and trust of the holy universe ; 
lost to the benignant operation of conscience; lost to self- 
respect, to hope, to peace, to the conscious blessedness of 
being; lost to the complacent love of God—the past all 
guilt, and the future all despair! 

Tt is to such a being, to a crowded and forlorn world of 
such beings, that Christ gives himself. He gives himself to 
blot out the past. Oh, to blot out the past! We know little 
of ourselves if our experience has not taught us the need of 
that. We know as little of Christ's work for us, if we have 
not experienced the reality of that. 

Yet how tame is language to express that experience! 
Are there not hours in which we can only adore.in grateful 
silence the love of which we cannot speak? If we would 
speak, do we not fall back upon some such simple speech 
as that of those lines which have already been the solace of 
multitudes on death-beds : 

“Just as I am, without one plea, 
Save that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bid’st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, 1 come.” 





HINTS FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


We have just closed the year with an example; we begin 
the new year with a warning. Many changes have taken 
place in every primary class in twelve months; the more 
advanced scholars have probably been promoted to inter- 
mediate classes, and few of the little ones will remember, 
without prompting, the story of the divided kingdom, the 
sin of Jeroboam, and the history of Israel. Tell the class 
that our warning to-day is a story of sin, punishment, sorrow. 
These three words you can put on the board as taste may 
dictate; a warning hand or a guideboard pointing to three 
downward roads might help the attention and memory. 

Our lesson has a hard word in it to-day. Pains must be 
taken to make it familiar. Have all repeat the name, and it - 
will help some if you print it very plainly on the board: 
Re-ho-bo-am ; and have all pronounce it several times. Then 
tell briefly who he was; son of the wisest of kings. Who 
was he? Grandson of a king who wrote many psalms and 
prayers, called “ a man after God’s own heart.” Who was 
he? When Rehoboam came to be king, he was so unkind 
and rough to the people that they would not serve him as 
they had Solomon, his father; and ten tribes out of the 
whole twelve went away from him, and had another king. 
The other two tribes were called the kingdom of Judah, and 
Rehoboam was their first king. He lived in the city where 
David built his palaces and Solomon the temple. What city 
was that? So the kingdom of Judah, though they had not so 
many people nor so much country as the kingtom of Israel, 
had the best city of the land, and the temple to worship God, 
and the true priests of God. 

And yet our story has to begin by telling about Six. 
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Rehoboam had only been king three years, and had been 
building fences or walls around fifteen of his other cities, to 
make them strong and safe, and thought he was fixed as king, 
when he begin to show out plainly what had been in pis 
heart all the time. 1t wassin. When Paul charged Timothy 
in his last words, what did he tell him to preach? That was 
what Rehoboam did not remember; he had all the laws 
of Moses, but he forgot them, and the wise words of David 
and Solomon, their prayers to God, and his promises to them. 
He forsook the law of the Lord.” What is it to forsake? 
Did any of his princes say, “ O king, let us remember what 
David said to your father about serving God with a perfect 
heart” ? Did any om remind him: “ If thou seek him, he will 
be found; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for- 
ever”? No; Rehoboam did not hear any warning voice of 
prince or priest, and he forsook the law of the Lord. Was it all 
Rehoboam's sin? Oh, no! for all the kingdom with him 
forsook the law. . When people turn away and forget God's 
commandments, they are sure to break them; and the king 
and all his people transgressed against the Lord. 


The first step was sin, and something sure to follow came | 


next. PunisHMent. God was watching all the time, and he 
saw in a country far off a king getting ready to come with 
a great army against Jerusalem. He let them come because 
the people hai transgressed against him. It was the king 
of Egypt, with chariots of war and twenty thousand soldiers 
on horses, and so many men marching that they could not 
be counted. They came, and took all the cities that 
‘ehoboan had been trying to make so strong with walls 
around them. There was trouble in the king's city ; they were 
all afraid; and king and princes and people all gathered 
together in Jerusalem. One voice was lifted up among them 
all. It was a prophet of God, and he told them why the 
enemy had come; that the Lord said: Ye have forsaken me. 
They knew it was true; they knew they ought to have 
worshiped and trusted in God, and not in their king, or in 
idols or strong walls. It was true Sorrow they felt. They 
were not only sorry because the king of Egypt and his army 
waited to kill them all, or make them slaves, but they said, 
“ Yes, we deserve it all; we have sinned: ‘ Zhe Lord is right- 
eous.’” Did God see their sorrow as he had their sin? Yes, 
he sees every tear of true repentance; and he said to the 
prophet, “They have humbled themselves . I will 
not destroy them.” 

But sin, even when forgiven, leaves trouble; and though 
their lives were saved, yet God said they must suffer for their 
wickedness. They had forgotten him, and he said, “ They shall 
suffer, that they may know my service.” He let the king take 
away their wealth ; the fame of all Solomon's riches had gone 
everywhere; the beautiful queen who came to see his treas- 
ures, and all the kings in all countries, knew that he had a 
throne of ivory and gold in his palace, and drinking cups 
and dishes of gold. They knew that when he went to the 
temple, or went in any great state procession, that princes 
and soldiers went before and around him, carrying broad 
shields like banners, madeof gold. They knew the vessels in 
the temple were rich and costly, and, because they expected 
to get this treasure, they were willing to travel over the hot 
sands, and cross deserts and plains with their king. He took 
all; palaces and temple were stripped of their treasures; and 
so they were taught that sin brings punishment and sorrow. 

But true sorrow brings forgiveness because of God's mercy, 
as we see in our golden text. Have it recited. Write the 
word Mercy through or above the other words. For those 
old enough to appreciate the illustration, tell of the ark, 
within which were the tables of the law not to be broken, 
but above all the golden mercy-seat, where God promised to 
meet his people. 

For little children this is quite enough, and the assistants 
can each review and question their classes. With some the 
lesson may be more thoroughly taught. Review to see what 
impressions have been received. What was the sin? What 
did Rehoboam forsake? Can you make any excuse for him? 
Was he young and thoughtless? Are you not old enough to 
see that he did wrong’ He had not that excuse, for he was 
forty-one years old when he began to reign. Had he been 
taught better? Whose example and prayers and Psalms did 
he have? Whose words of wisdom ought he to have remem- 
bered? What place of worship did he have? But when he 
was a child he saw another worship; for his mother was of a 
nation that worshiped idols, aud he never learned to serve the 
true God with a perfect heart. What was the punishment? 
Did the people know why the king of Egypt was allowed to 
> Who told them? Who told the prophet? 


come ! Does God 
speak now to prophets and send messages to us? 


Why not? 
Would it have been better if Rehoboam had never forsaken 
God? What did God permit that they might see which 
is best ? 


service Who once said, ‘* My yoke is easy and my 
' ) y ) 


burden is ight” ? 

After the sinful king and bis people humbled themselves, 
repented, and God’s wrath was turned away, we are told that 
“things went well” in Judah. What three words tell of the 
history of Rehoboam, first king of Judah? What one word 
tells of God’s love and forgiveness as shown in the golden 
text? Is it not shown to you every day? 


| BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. Cc. W. COXE. 
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Map, showing the outlines of Judah, Egypt—with the land of | 
Lubims west, the Sukkiims east, and Ethiopians south. The 
point of the invasion and conquests in the south-west of Judah. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


TRANSGREsSION.—Napoleon Bonaparte was a firm believer 
in fate. He trusted to his destiny. At the bridge of Arcola, 
and of Lodi, he rushed into the very jaws of death, because 
he believed in his rising star and felt that he had a great 
career before him. But his career began to decline from the 
moment he transgressed the bounds of God's moral law, and put 
aside his pure and faithful wife, Josephine, for the sake of his 
ambitious purposes in allying himself to the reigning house 
of Austria. The invasion of Russia was a violent trans- 
gression of the peace of Europe; and the retreat from Mos- 
cow was the beginning of Napoleon’s fall. When he 
strengthened himself by violating the laws of God and man, 
he began to go down into the depths of national ruin. And, 
as if to show how man proposes and God disposes, it was the 
descendant of Josephine, the rejected wife, and not the son 
of the Emperor of Austria’s daughter, who came to the 
throne of France, and whose son is the head of a large polit- 
ical party to-day. 


PuNIsHMENT IN Natune.—The child puts his finger in the 
flame of the candle and cries out in pain. That pain and 
that cry form the punishment of violating nature's law. 
The fire is not cruel: it will give us light and warmth; only 
| 1t must be kept within its own lawful bounds, and we must 
| keep within our bounds. If we go over the border, that is 
transgression; and punishment always comes after trans- 
gression. 


PUNISHMENT WITH Gop.—God's punishments are as fixed 
as those of nature and society. Shakespeare, in his tragedy 
of ‘‘ Macbeth,” makes the punishment of the murderer to come 
along with the murder. He cannot get away from the 
thought of the blood he has shed ; it follows him, night and 
day, until he is almost a maniac. One little drop of blood 
will color the entire ocean, if he should try to wash off 
the stain in the sea. 








“ Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood 
Clean from my hand? No; thi? my hand will rather 
The multitudinous seas incarnadi@e, 
Making the green one red.” 

Pentrexce.—Some people feign repentance: others can- 
not repent. A sailor, who was once very much frightened 
by a storm, prayed to God to be cared’ for, repenting of a 
wholesale lot of sins, His companion expressed surprise 
that he was so penitent. ‘“ Oh!” said the other, when the sun 
was shining again, “it’s easy enough to talk penitence: it 
don’t cost much when a cyclone is on hand.” 

Rewarp.—Reward follows repentance, just as punishment 
follows transgression. “ Verily I say unto you, they have 
their reward.” William the Conqueror, at the end of his 
days, was so cruel and harsh, that, when he came to die, he 
was left absolutely alone, and his dead body was utterly 
neglected and forsaken. When Washington died, in the 
year 1799, the whole country mourned for the father of his 
country ; and the reward of his services is found in the love 
of the nation to its founder. When Abraham Lincoln raised 
the flag on Independence Hall, on his journey to Wash- 
ington, to be inaugurated president, he declared that he 
would rather die than fail in the trying work to which he 
was called. The reward of such a life is found in the influ- 
ence of such a name. 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROF, ISAAC H, HALL, 


With Shishak’s army were “twelve hundred chariots,” 
In the older illustrated Bibles, the war-chariots are most 
commonly figured after the style, real or imagined, of the 
iater Greek or Roman war-chariots ; sometimes copied from 
pictures or vases, or from sculptures; and often represent 
the racing-chariots used at the festive games. But the As- 
syrian sculptures as well as the Egyptian pictures, both not 
very far from the times of our lesson, show a chariot of a 
much simpler form: little more than a square box on two 
wheels, with a pole or tongue in front. Many such are seen 
on the sculptures in the British Museum, and figured in the 
libraries of America. The writer has an ancient bronze 
coin, dug up at Sidon, with just such a chariot upon it, 
holding three warriors, and drawn by several horses abreast 
of each other. Sometimes a blade or spike of iron or bronze 
is said to have projected from the end of the pole, as well as 
from each end of the axle, and from prominent portions of 
the harness, so that the chariot might cut down as well as 
crush in its progress over the field. 

Our version reads (v. 4) “ fenced cities,” when “ fortified 
cities” would be a more literal rendering. But almost down 
to the time of our translators, fenced and fortified meant 
very much the same thing, as applied to cities; the fence 
being a solid wall, often supported by a bank of earth 
behind it. A fortified city now-a-days is not the same as a 
fenced city. The approaches to New York, at Throg’s Neck 
and the Narrows, are well fortified, but not fenced. The 
city of Chester in England is a fenced city, fortified against 
ancient methods of attack, as it has been ever since it was 
the “ Castra” of the Romans; but it is hardly fortified in 
the modern sense. Damascus, Acco and Jerusalem are atill 
fenced cities, fortified after the ancient style, still good 
against Bedouin attack, and furnished with gates. The 
gates of Jerusalem, till within a very few years, were shut 
at sunset; and even now, some are so shut. In 1875, the 
writer had just time to get in at the Zion gate one evening, 
before it was shut for the night. At Jaffa and Beirtt, por- 
tions of the wall are still in good preservation, though both 
cities have far outgrown their walls. Houses are built on the 
edge of the wall,and a man might be let down over the wall 
of Jaffa from the house ridiculously shown as “ the house of 
one Simon a tanner,” just as Paul was let down at Damascus. 

The ruin at Jerusalem near the Jaffa gate, called the 
“Tower of David,’ shows another style of fortification, 
usually seen at the angles of the ‘‘ fence.” It has openings 
above, some at the base of projections, through which the 
defenders might shoot arrows or hurl missiles direct}y down 
upon those who approached the base of the wall. The same 
is still better seen on the ancient tower of the Knights of 
St. John at Colosse, in Cyprus, which is yet in excellent 
preservation, and a good fortification except against gun- 
powder. 

A fenced city of ancient times was usually very small 
in extent. It is hard for us to understand how people 
could live in the narrow streets and sleep in the little stone 
boxes of ancient cities; but we find the same even in the 
cultured Pompeii and in ancient Rome. Yet immense mul- 
titudes of besiegers often came against a very little spot of 
walled ground, which, in turn was defended by a surpris- 
ingly immense number of inhabitants. Not only sacred but 
secular history continually excites the wonder of the tray- 


| eler, as he sees the insignificant extent of ancient cities, in 


which and about which such large armies are related to 
have gathered. A modern monastery, fortified in the ancient 


style, often covers quite as much ground as an ancient 
fenced city. And the Moslem (perhaps general Oriental) cus- 
tom of riding horseback into the houses of the conquered people, 
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has caused the doors or gates of fenced places to be built so 
low that a man must steop to enter. Such isthe case univer- 
sally in Cyprus; and even the so-called garden of Gethsemane, 
fenced in like manner within the last few years, has a door 
not more than four feet high. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


2 Chron. 12.—This chapter runs parallel with 1 Kings 14 
21-31, but considerably enlarges the narrative contained in 
that passage. The account of Shishak’s troops, the compo- 
sition of his army, the warning and promise of Shemaiah, 
are wholly new features,— Bible Com. 


V.1. Rehoboam. Theson and successor of Solomon by 
Naamah, an Ammonitess (1 Kings 14: 20,21). He was 
forty-one years old when he began to reign; and was there- 
fore born in the first year of his father’s reign. He ascended 
the throne B. C. 975, and reigned seventeen years at Jeru- 
salem. The indiscretion of this prince cansed ten of the 
tribes to revolt, and thus occasioned the founding of the 
kingdom of Israel.—Calmet. 


Had established the kingdom. Mie fortified fifteen cities in 
the neighborhood of his capital, and in the southern and 
south-western portions of Judah (2 Chron. 11: 5-12). All 
these he stored with provisions and arms, and placed over 
them commandants.— Muclear. 


Had strengthened himself. Numerous bodies of priests and 
Lavites flocked into the territory of Judah from that of Jero- 
oa, also many of the tribes of Israel who still remained 
faithtul to the Lord God of their fathers (2 Chron. il: 
13-17).—Jbid. 


Forsook the law of the Lord. In setting up high places, 
images, and groves, and in their encouragement of ‘“ sodom- 
ites’ and other Gentile abominations (1 Kings 14: 23, 24) — 
Bible Com. 


All Israel with him. All Judah and Benjamin; all the 
Israelites of his kingdom. Rehoboam’s religion seems to 
have proceeded wholly from his fears of being given up into 
the hands of Jeroboam; when therefore he had become so 
strong that, as he supposed, he had nothing to apprehend 
from that quarter, he became openly rebellious and idola- 
trous. He had three happy years when he walked in the 
ways of David‘and Solomon. Thus the prosperity of fools 
destroys them.—WScott. 


V.2. Fifth year. Their apostasy was in the fourth year ; 
therefore God speedily corrected them, thathe might reduce 
the to his service, before they were settled in their 
impiety.—Bp. Patrick. 

V. 3.  Lubims—dwellers in @ scorched land; the inhab- 


itants of the great province of Libya, north-west of Egypt.— 
Whitney. 


Sukkiims—dwellers in tents. It seems probable that these 
were a nomad tribe, and more probably Arabs than Ethio- 
pians.— Whitney. 


Ethiopia—region of burned faces, that is, dark-complex- 
ioned people. The Gree name by which the Hebrew Cush 
is generally rendered It embracelin its most extended 
sense, the modarn Nubia, Sennaar, Kordofan, and northern 
Abyssinia. The references are generally to the territory 
which was at times under Egyptian rule--a tract watered by 
the Upper Nile, and extending from Egypt probably as far 
aay a Nittle above the conflaence of the White and Biue 
Rivers.— Whitney. 


V. 4. Fenced cities. (2 Chron. 11: 6-10.) We find in the 
Karnac inscription three only :—fourteen names however 
are lost at the commencement of the inscription — Bible 


V.5 In the hand of Shishak. Shishak’s power over 
them was the effect of the Lord's righteous indignation, who 
was contending with them for their apostasy.—Scott. 


V.6. Humbled themselves. Before God for their iniquity 
penitently acknowledged the sin, and patiently accepted 
the punishment of it. Thus it becomes us,when we are 
under the rebukes of Providence, to justify God, and juige 
ourselves.— Henry. 


V.7. Some deliverance—for a little, that is, in a short 
time.— Wrath shall not be poured out. No judgment of full 
extirpation shall overtake the capital_—Lange. 


If we have humbling hearts under humbling bs nse 
the affliction has done its work: it shall either be removed, 
or the property of it altered— Henry. 


V. 8. They shall be his servants. Rehoboam had not 
merely to make a sacrifice of treasures to obtain peace, he 
had to accept the sovereignty of Egypt.— Bible Com. 


May know my service. That they may learn to know by 
experience the difference between the rule of God and that of 
the heathen kings; and that God's rule was not so oppres- 
sive as that of the rulers of the world.— Keil, 


V. 9. Took all. Everything valuable he found. The 
cost of the targets and shields has been estimated at £239,000, 
— Pocket Com. 


Shields of gold. These were made by Solomon, and kept 
in the house of the forest of Lebanon (2 Chron. 9: 16). They 
seem to have been borne, like maces, by the guards of the 
palace, when they attended the king to the temple, or on 
other public processions (1 Kings 10: 1€; 14: 25-28). These 
golden shields Solomon had made for magnificence rather 
than use. 


V.11. They were thus brought out only on great occa- 
sions and carefully cared for— Hunt. 


V.12. Wrath (Gen. 6: 6) turned. The promise contained 
(v. 7.) was verified. Divine Providence preserved the king- 
dom in existence, a reformation was made in the court, while 
true religion and piety were diffused throughout the land. — 
Pocket Com, 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_—p—_—__. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—Two Sunday-school institutes in Connecticut, within 
the past few weeks, were worked up in advance with rare 
thoroughness, and then led with rare skill; the one at 
Norwalk, December 5, of which F. A. Ferris was con- 
ductor; the other at Norwich, December 12, under the 
charge of W. R. Burnham. 


—Mr. James McNab, of Toronto, Canada, writes con- 
cerning the annual Sunday-school institute in that city : 
“Our institute of this year, conducted by the Rev. G. A. 
Peltz, has been very successful. We were all pleased to 
have Mr. Peltz with us again after five years. Personally 
I shall always associate him with the beginning of my 
Sunday-school work. It was at the institute conducted by 
him five years ago that I was initiated into the normal 
work. Doubtless you will have a good report of this 
institute sent to you; there are, however, two items that 
deserve special notice: The first is the change of leader in 
the union class for lesson study, which meets every 
Saturday from 12 to 1 o’clock, and is now led by the 
Honorable Vice-Chancellor Blake. The second item is the 
action taken by the Sunday School Association of Toronto 
to form a union normal class, according to the following 
recommendations : 

1. That the Executive Committee of the Association be directed 
to make arrangements for the normal class, to be composed of not 
more than five teachers from each school; said teachers to be 
chosen by their own schools, with a view to train them to give 
normal instruction in their respective schools. 

2 That the basis of the instruction should be the Chautauqua 
series of lessons. 


TEMPERANCE. 


—The General Association of Congregational Ministers, 
at Gloversville, N. Y., recently adopted the following 
resolutions : 


1, That the tobacco habit is an enormous evil: and that on 
account of its waste of money, positive injuries to health, and 
pernicious example to the young, Christians ought to abandon its 
use. 

2. That this Association earnestly recommend to all our 
churches, immediate and thorough measures for instructing the 
people as to the manifold mischiefs flowing from the use of nar- 
cotic drugs as well as drinks ; and that special efforts be made to 
guard children and youth from any and every use of tobacco, 


—Here is a series of questions, sent out to pastors ina 
circular letter issued by a committee of the Congrega- 
tional Union of Great Britain, which might be profitably 
pondered by others than those to whom they were origi- 
nally addressed : 


1. (a.) Has intemperance on the part of church-members under 
your pastorate necessitated discipline? Or (b.) Have any fallen 
away from fellowship by reason of intemperance ? 

2 Is the immoderate use of intoxicating drinks the most com 
mon cause of such discipline or defection ? ° 

3. Have you reason to believe that some are hindered in spirit- 
ual things by the habitual use of alcoholic drinks, who yet are 
deemed moderate drinkers ? 

t. Are the instances numerous in which youths belonging to 
Christian families in your congregation, and who promised well, 
have fallen early into habits of intemperance ? 

5. Among the intemperate whom you have known, has any 
considerable proportion been reformed without abstaining entirely 
from the use of intoxicating drinks? 





PERSONAL. 


—Mr. John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., is leading 
a normal class, with a well-arranged plan of topics, in his 
home Sunday-school. 

—The donation of $100,000 to the American Sunday 
School Union by Mrs. John C. Green, of New York City, 
is a fitting recognition of the importance of the great 
work represented by this time-honored society. 

—Mr. Edward C. Bissell, of Norwalk, Conn., has retired 
from the superiutendency of the First Congregational Sun- 
day School of his place—a position which he has not only 
held but filled for seventeen years. He has been known as 
one of the best superintendents in his state. 
ceeded by Mr. Alexander S. Gibson. 


—Mr. K. A. Burnell writes from near Yokohama, Japan, 
of his recent evangelistic work. On his passage out, he led 
in Bible study in the cabin from 3 to4 p.m. From 4 to 5 
he passed among the Japanese steerage passengers, having, 
during the voyage, “the joy of welcoming five to Christ.” 
From 5 to 6 he preached, through an interpreter, to the 
Chinese in the steerage. At the training-school in Tokio 
he found “ young men thirsting for the deep things of the 
word ;” converts who “ promise to be Pauls to the empire” 


He is suc- 





of Japan. For ten days, in that institution, he led the 











daily Bible-teaching from 8 to9 a.m., and from 3 to 4 
p.M., and of this work he says: “We have looked in 
upon the work of God, and all in all they have been the 
t@n days of my life. Their promise of Christian useful- 
ness can only approximately .be estimated by those who 
live in and understand new Japan.” The school at Kobe 
for native girls, under the care of American women, he 
counts ‘‘a promising work for Christ and men in Japan,” 


—Professor G. N. Boardman, of Chicago, gives in The 
Advance an appreciative and extended sketch of the late 
Rev. Dr. Willard Child, whose sermon, “Consider the 
Lilies,” we published about the time of his death. Announ- 
cing his death, Professor Boardman says: 

He had just completed his eighty-first year. Those who have 
recently entered active life have not therefore so vivid an impres- 
sion of his character and power as those who knew him when he 
was between thirty and sixty-five yearsof age. There are, how- 
ever, many at the West as well as in New England who will 
remember him with pleasure and affection. He was a native of 
Woodstock, Conn , was graduated at Yale College in 1817, in the last 
class that received the instruction of President Dwight, and at 
Andover Theological 
teaching 


Seminary in 1820. He was engaged in 


and occasional preaching for a few years after leaving 
Andover, but was whoily employed in the ministry after the year 
For more than fifty years he 


wherever he-was known; till he 


1825. was a favorite preacher 
was eighty years of age he was 
acceptable in the pulpit, and that for the excellence of his work, 
in these years when the demand upon the preacher is for some- 


thing new and entertaining. e 


The editor of The Advance adds the comment : 

Persons who in early childhood used to hear Dr. Child preach 
found it strangely difficult to forget the texts and subjects of his 
sermons, and ever after would recall his look, the tones of his 
voice, and his entire manner as personal qtalities which always 
seemed to combine in producing the effect, out of the pulpit not 
No mistake 
could be wider than to imagine that only the city pastorates are 
filled by men of superb Christian spirit, genius, and culture. 


less than in it, as of an unconscious benediction. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—_—@——_ 


New Ireland. By A. M. Sullivan. Philadelphia: J. B.. 
Lippincott & Co—The author, member of Parliament from 
Louth, a Dublin journalist, and participator in many of the 
events depicted, seems certainly competent to deal with the 
subject from his own point of view. He makes no pretense 
to be impartial, nor to give a complete view of the subject, 
but to give sketches which may help a reader or student of 
more complete sources to form a more correct appreciation 
of the visible results of the changes that have gone on in 
Ireland within the last half-century. However, he seems 
entirely fair, and to have kept well out of sight either per- 
sonal or sectarian prejudice, and has set forth, in a masterly 
style, a sketch of the stirring events that have amounted to: 
as much as a revolution throughout the whole educational 
and political status. To an American reader it is a valuable: 
contribution to our knowledge of Irish progress; and the: 
candid and generally calm manner of stating the most 
exciting things, is quite new in the mouth of an Irish leader. 
One may leave the book, indeed, with a feeling that the 
traditional ‘‘ wild Irishman” has been the real obstacle, after 
all, in Irelands true progress; but he cannot but love the 
spirit and patriotism of the better movements of the people, 
high and low, and hope that better days are dawning—nay 
have already dawned—for this brilliant but too often 
unhappy nation of our brethren. The book is well worth 
perusal by Americans, as well as Englishmen. (8vo, pp. 532. 
Cloth.) ae 

The Story of Creation. By 8S. M. Campbell, D.D. Bostem 
Lockwood, Brooks, & Co.—One of the many books with 
which our age teems respecting the genesis of the earth in the 
more extended sense, including its development through the 
geologic periods. With much sound sense, and commendable: 
faith, and a final conclusion as to the divine origin of the 
books of Moses that cannot be shaken, it contains much, very 
much, that is worthless. In matters of science, the author 
appears to rely upon superficial compends chiefly, if not 
solely, and accordingly abounds in errors of detail—and 
sometimes as to the main facts—which would utterly defeat its 
purpose in the eyes of a moderately accurate scientific 
student. Even the Herschelian theory of the solar spots 
seems to be retained, though the scientific world has been 
forced to abandon it. And how can he adopt the contra- 
diction in terms, of which some philosophers are guilty, that 
“ matter is force,” even if he adopts what those philosophers 
mean, or think they mean? The case is otherwise, however, 
when dealing with subjects properly within the domain ot 
the Bible student; and it is a pity that the author should go 
out of his depth unnecessarily. (Small Svo, pp. 335. Cloth, 
$1.75.) 


A New Companion to the Bible. The (London) Religious 
Tract Society.—This is a new and much improved edition of 























had chiefly in view, namely, “ intelligent young persoiis, and 
the numerous and increasing class who have no time or oppor- 
tunity for the study of large and learned works.” It is indeed 
a multum in parvo, though sgill not quite as condensed as it 
might be for the same matter. It consists of five principal 
parts, and several appendices, with maps and full tables; and 
may be roughly described as giving the cream of alarge work 
like “ Horne's Introduction,” brought down to modern times. 
The appendices are especially valuable, especially those on 
ancient manuscripts of the New Testament, obsolete words, 
the apocryphal books and Hebrew poetry. Results, not argu- 
ment, are intended to be given throughout. Ina book so 
crowded with matters of so wide a ranges, one would natu- 
rally expect to find some erroneous statements, as well as dis- 
puted conclusions set down as matters of fact; but things of 
the sort are not more abundant in this than in other works 
of the kind. (16mo, pp. 384. Cloth.) 


Pastoral Theology. By Thomss Murphy, D.D. Phila- 
delphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. —- This is 
a large, discreet, and sound book, far from brilliant or 
novel, but eminently safe and practical. One passing to it 
from Phillips Brooks’s recent volume on preaching, might 
pronounce it rather tame and commonplace; but not all men 
can be Phillips Brookses, and we need these wise and patient 
directions about daily ministerial duties, so long as theologi- 
cal sermonizers continue to attract men who require plain, 
direct, and useful counsels. Dr. Murphy has covered the 
whole broad ground of pastoral duty; and there are few 
difficulties which the young minister will meet, whose solu- 
tion is not hinted at on these calm and well-filled pages. 
The best feature of the book is a tranquil spirituality which 
broods over its lines, and which is very helpful to a man 
who is tossed about in this intellectual epoch, when the heart 
calls for its nourishment as much as the head. Dr. Murphy 
writes not as a Presbyterian, but as a Christian, and we see 
no reason why his book is not universal in its adaptability. 


Memoirs of Carlo Goldoni. With an essay by W. D: 
Howells. Boston: J. R. Osgood & Co.—Carlo Goldoni, the 
Italian comic dramatist who undertook and accomplished 
“the reformation of the theater of his country,” was a sort of 
exaggerated Goldsmith, with the same vagabondizing instincts, 
the same weak amiability of character,—which trait, by the 
way, Mr. Howells calls “ sweetness,”—but without the same 
claims to standing as a poet, even when excelling Goldsmith 
himself in the exquisite naturalness of his characterization. 
The autobiography is mainly a record of dramatic events, 
and, to read it, one would think that the Italians of that day 
—even while Spaniards and Austrians and Frenchmen were 
cutting one another’s throats in Italy—troubled themselves 
about nothing but eating and drinking, singing and gaming, 
masking and lovemaking. There is a Gil Bias flavor about 
the narrative, but it will hardly be appreciated by the many, 
although the comparison of the manners and tastes of the 
French and Italians is interesting. (16mo, pp. 428. Cloth, 
$1 25.) a 

The Triennial Catalogue of Hamilton College, for 1877, 
shows the whole number of alumni to be 2023 ; living, 1524. 
Of living ministers of the gospel among the Alumni, 370. 
Graduates of the law school connected with the college, 143 
—The Sizty-sizth Annual Catalogue, 1877-78, shows 33 
seniors, 43 juniors, 33 sophomores, and 53 freshmen; with 
30 law students. The annual catalogue presents several 
attractive features under the main head of ‘‘ General Informa- 
tion,” in which this catalogue took the lead, if it does not 
remain unique. Under the head of Astronomy is a list of 
the twenty-seven asteroids discovered at the Litchfield 
observatory by its accomplished director. A catalogue of 
the objects of art in the Memorial Hall and Art Gallery is 
given ; and in the description of the college grounds is a list 
of trees (we are sorry to see it abbreviated in this number) 
in the Gridley Pinetum and on the campus at large. The 
whole gives manifest indications of vigorous life and progress 
in this sound institution. 


Substance and Show, and other Lectures. By Thomas Starr 
King. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—Twelve of Mr. 
King’s best lectures: which simple statement is enough for 
those who over heard this eloquent and gifted man. And 
yet, in the reading, we not only miss the living eloquent 
voice, which was as essential to the full power of these 
lectures, almost, as is good performance to that of printed 
music; but we involuntarily wish that some of the artificial 
snares for applause, well enough on the platform, had been 
removed by the editor from the sober page. So also, as to a 
few slips in natural science, as, for example, p. 8, “a bottle 
of innocent-looking hydrogen gas will chew up a piece of 
bar-iron as though it were some favorite Cavendish.” The 
lectures are edited, like a preceding volume of sermons 
uniform with the book in hand, by E. P. Whipple, who has 
also furnished an introdaction. (l2mo, pp. xxiii and 434. 
Cloth, $2.00.) 


|by the author a “Study from Old Testament History,” 
| though much more matter of fact than the studies of the his- 


‘some minds will be more strongly impressed by a few passa- 
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D.D. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers.—Called justly | 


torical painters. It is an attempt to amplify the sacred his- 
tory of Abraham, so far as external sources will permit, and 
to show the towering prominence of the character of the 
patriarch in the world's history. As to the first of the attempts, 


the amplification is good and instructive; as to the second, 





ges in Paul's Epistles, while others may prefer to follow an 
The book 
is good, and fills a place hitherto almost empty, and is espe- 
cially profitable for the great masses who love their inher- 
itance under the Father of the Faithful. (12mo, pp. 352. 
Cloth.) 


enthusiastic and learned guide in their reflections. 


The New England Ministry Sixty Years Ago. The Memoir 
of Jehn Woodbridge, D.D. By the Rey. Sereno D. Clark. 
Boston: Lee & Shepard.—A full biography, with abundant 
material of interest relating to the times of the subject- 
matter. Necessarily much space is taken up with the meta- 
physical and theological ideas of the subject of the memoir, 
which bring us into contact with some of the peculiar shades 
of the philosophy of divinity as held by sundry of his strong- 
brained cotemporaries. But, for a detail of the instructive 
points in the volume, one needs to read the volume itself. 
The race of early New England divines, after the first 
imported generation, drew their theology mainly from the 
Bible through their own brains, and were a little world by 
themselves, which is well worthy of study—at least in a lively 
sketch. (16mo, pp. 473. Cloth.) 


The Book of Job, with notes, by the Rev. Henry Cowles, D.D. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co.—This work consists of (1.) an 
Introduction, in which the most extremely hypothetical posi- 
tion defended is that the author of the book was Moses. 
This hypothesis is probable enough except as to the argu- 
ment from the language, which is not quite sustained by the 
facts; (2) The authorized version, with notes to which little 
exception can be taken ; (3.) A conclusion, generally sound and 
judicious ; and (4) a new translation which is instructive, 
and whose differences from the authorized version or from 
the mass of recent translations we have not space to discuss. 
On the whole it is a very profitable book for all classes. 
(12mo, pp. 298. Cloth.) 


Appletons’ Hand-Book of Winter Resorts. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co.—This is a good guide-book, full of infor- 
mation, and with helpful maps and illustrations. It describes 
not only well-known resorts in the Southern states, but 
Cuba, and other of the West India islands. Like most of 
the American guide-books, it depends rather on literary 
qualities than on condensed and comprehensive information. 
Is it the fault of the country, the publishers, or the compilers, 
that nearly every American gnide-book to any extended 
portion of America makes us sigh for a Baedeker? But we 
mean no derogation to the book in hand. (12mo, pp. 138. 
Paper, 50 cents.) 

Churches of Christendom. Lectures, Critical and Historical 
By the Rev. Alfred James Bray. The Milton League 
[Montreal].— Readable and instructive essays on the princi- 
pal churches of Christendom, beginning with the Eastern, 
and following a very natural order which ends with the 
Unitarian. The last, however, is treated within either too 
narrow or too wide limits, as it is mainly confined to the 
last century and a half. Considering this break in the unity 
of the plan of the book, the “complaints” ... “that the 
Methodists and Presbyterians were not included in the 
series,” mentioned in the preface, are perhaps well founded 
(16mo. Cloth.) 


A Primer of Medieval Literature. By Eugene Lawrence. 
New York: Harper & Brothers.—Another volume of the 
Half-Hour Series. A sketch of the condition of literature 
almost from Tacitus to Dante; well condenred, and just in 
its comments. A short remark on M. Henri Taine with 
reference to the early English literature is worthy of wide 
repetition. A valuable “ primer.” Its weakest point is on 
the Arabic literature, and in accepting implicitly Emanuel 
Deutech on the Talmfd. (32mo, pp. $1.25. Paper, 25 cents ) 


Revivals of Religion. By Rev. James Porter, DD. New 
York: Nelson & Phillips.—A book with many good practical 
suggestions in the middle and latter chapters; but with many 
things which need careful consideration before adoption, if 
adopted at all. If the book were written with as much of 
care and cantion as there is of heart in the work, it would be 
safer for general reading. It is rather disfigured by the 
introduction, which is by another hand. (12mo, pp. 285. 
Cloth. Perkenpine & Higgins.) 


The Cottage Prayer Book and Helps to Devotion. By the 
Rev. W. B. Ciarke, D.D. London: T. Nelson & Sons.—A 











compilation of prayers mainly for family use, comprising 
prayers introductory, concluding, occasional, private, and for 
a regular cycle of two weeks. Among the authors selected 
from are many names dear and prominent in devotional 
English literature, from (ueen Elizabeth's time down nearly 
to the present time. (16mo. Cloth.) 

The Patriarchal Dynasties from Adam to Abraham. By 
the Rev. T. P. Crawford of Tung Chow, China, Richmond, 
Va.: Josiah Ryland & Co.—An attempt to show that the 
time from Adam to Abraham covered 10,500 years, and the 
longest human life only 187. Contains scattered specimens 
of brilliancy, much learning, many mistakes. The author's 
theory is apparently original, but the arguments are incon- 
clusive. (12mo, cloth.) 

The Boys' Pocket Library. Vols. I. and II. New York: 
Nelson & Phillips.—Two neat volumes of stories, more or less 
well known: the first containing Rab and his Friends, The 
Mountain of Miseries, The Faithless Friend, and A Christmas 
Caroi. The second contains a number of descriptions of noted 
naval battles, under the title “Sea Fights,” with The Wreck 
of the Golden Mary. (16mo, pp. 249 and 320. Cloth. Per- 
kenpine & Higgins ) eon 

Manwal of Forms for Baptism, etc., conformed to the doc- 
trine and discipline of the Presbyterian Church. By Archi- 
bald Alexander Hodge, D.D. Philadelphia: Presbyterian 
Board of Publication ——A convenient and sound manual of 
forms, with the authorities and a statement of principles in 
smaller type on the alternate pages. (18mo. Cloth.) 

Artist-Biographies, Diirer. Boston: James R. Osgood & 
Co.—A very well done and thorough biography of the series, 
bringing out the newest fruits of research in this somewhat 
disputed field. The list of paintings and engravings at the 
end is probably as complete as possible. (Sq. 16mo, pp. 158. 
Cloth, 50 cents.) 


Daily Light on the Daily Path. New York: American 
Tract Society.—A devotional text book for evéry day in the 
year, in the very words of Scripture. It is designed for the 
evening hour devotions. A reprint from the English edition 
of Bagster. (Small 16mo, Cloth. Price, 60 cents ; postage, 
4 cents.) 


(1.) Warren Hastings. By Lord Macaulay. (2) The Life 
and Writings of Addison. By Lord Macaulay. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. Two new volumes of the Half-Hour 
Series. (16mo, pp. 179 and 127. Paper, 25 cents each. J. 
B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Souci. A Novel. By Mrs. J. H. Twells. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co.—A rather highly wrought novel, but 
very well written, and several of the minor scenes finely 
conceived. (12mo, pp. 334, Cloth.) 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be uae noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. } 


PoEMS OF PLacrs, Edited by Henry W. Longfellow. Germany. Vols. 
land 2. Boston: James R, Osgood & Co. 2 vols. Sy. lémo, pp. 254 
and 248. Cloth, (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


WEEK-DAY EVENING AppREssS. By Alexander Maclaren, D.D. Lon- 
don: Macmillan & Co. iémo, pp. itt. Cloth, $1.00. (New York: 
Macmillan & Co.; Philadelphia: James Hammond.) 


SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY,- Vols. 13, 14; from November, 1876, to October, 
1877. New York: Scribner & Co. Svo, 2 vols., pp. 868 and 534. Cloth, 
$3.00 per vol. (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


THE NINETY AND NINE. By Elizabeth C. Clephane. With Designs by 
Robert Lewis. Engraved by William J. Danas Boston: D, Lothrop 
& Co. Small 4to. No paging. Fine cloth, gilt. 


Lay Errort: Irs RANGE AND METHODs. By the Rev. H. C. Haydn, D.D. 
New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. Sq. lémo, pp. Wi. Cloth, 
75 cents. (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffeltinger.) 


Our ARTIST IN CURA, PERU, SPAIN, AND ALGIERS. By George W. 
Carleton. New York: G. W, Carleton & Co. Sq. lémo, pp. 144, 
Cloth, (Claxton, Remsen, & Haltfeltinger.) 


LirtLe Homes AND Bic HEaARTs; or, A Year in Caroline Street. By 
Mary E. Ropes. Boston: Henry Hoyt. iémo, pp. 224. Cloth, $1.00. 
(American Sunday School Union, ) 


Wo 1s He? By Sarah F. Smiley. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph 
& Co. Fourth edition. I6mo, pp. 102. Cloth, 65 cents. (Claxton, 
Remsen, & Haffeltinger.) 


Dora’s HOUSEKEEPING. By the author of “Six Little Cooks.” Chicago- 
Jansen, McClurg, & Co. Small 4to, pp. 275. Cloth, $1.25. (Claxton, 
Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Tuer Cuckoo Crock. By Ennis Graham. London: Macmillan & Co. 
16mo, pp. 242. Cloth, $1.50. (New York: Macmillan & Co.; Philadel- 
phia: James Hammond. ) 


FIVE PROBLEMS OF STATE AND RELIGION. By Will C. Wood, A.M. 
Boston: Henry Hoyt. Imo, pp. 379% Cloth, $1.50. (American Sun- 
day School Union.) 


Tue TABLE OF PLENTY. Compiled by E. R. Hyde. New York: Anson 
F. Randolph & Co. Small 4to. Separable leaves, pp. 01. Paper, 

75 cents, 

GOLD AND GILT; or, Maybee’s Puzzle. By Archie Fell. Boston: Henry 
Hoyt. l6mo, pp. 424. Cloth, 1.50. (American Sunday School Union.) 

Tue BupGeET. A Picture and Story Book for Boys and Girls. Edited by 
Uncle Herbert. l2mo. pp. 368. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 

THE Rep Hitt TRAGEDY. By Mrs. E. D. E. N. Southworth. Philadel- 
phia: T. B. Peterson & Brothers. Sq. lémo, pp. 266. Paper, 0 cents, 

ARTIST-BIOGRAPHIES, MURILLO. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. Sq. 
16mo, pp. 136. Cloth, 0 cents. (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 

SyLvia’s New Home. By J. F. B. Firth. Boston: Henry Hoyt. 1l6émo, 
pp. 285. Cloth, $1.25. (American Sunday School Union.) 


FLossy AND Bossy Srorres. By Margaret H. Eckerson, Boston 
D. Lothrop & Co. Sq, lémo, pp. 131. Fine cloth. 


Our Home Brreps. By Ella Rodman Church, 12mo, pp. 313, Cloth. 
Philadelphia: Benjamin Griffith. 


THE ILLUSTRATED CHRISTMAS NUMBER OF THE PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY 
1877. New York: F. Leypoldt, 
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Large clear type, on nice paper. Price reliable instru- East Haddam, Middlesex Co., Conn, 

. : 





ik case in the United States. 
ae 4 © 
Hy Faira LATIMER gives us a charming 
} 
iH 
i 
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ment at a very) 





aes $1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 





























| moderate price. 
I vot Sinvet, Philadelphia Jt VERY IMPORTANT. 
‘4 eet rendered both sweet Having determined to retire from 
ise Prores;0or Beprorp’s Illustrated Lec- and smooth, and can be business within the next ninety days, 
Pe: : 4 suctein, These -varied from the sottest we shall offer our entire stock of 
a tures are proving a great Success. . = notes of the Dulcianato fine Watches, Diamonds, Jewelry, 
ee most called for are “ Around the World in = the —- volume of Silver and Plated Ware, European 
5 a ; it Ri ahtaneine ; ” the full Organ. The Goods, etc., at prices far below any 
ih ; a Ninety Minutes, Sight en Sage Italy, case is unique in design, that have ever ae 
’ “Life and Times of St. Paul,” “ Rome, and combines the beauty Buyers are advised to avail them- 
re i Ancient and Modern ;” but any part of the 1 Pos ape dae = —— of this unusual 
| Be: globe can be the subject of a lecture (see ish and thorough work- Satisfaction in all cases guaranteed. 
ek The Sunday School Times, October 20). manship. ROBBINS, BIDDLE, « CO., 
ie ». 0 These O h ll the Modern | aac 1K 
he Address a P. W. Bedford, P. 0. Box ese Organs have all the Modern Improvements. MERE Ghhnetnns tases. 1186 
ihe 1738, New York. They are RICH in tone, PERFECT in finish and DURABLE in construction. er 
sy = a — — > Gees SQUARE and UPRIGHT are the BEST MADE > f ¥ i 
4 5 me ihn Sa a a aaa ac : W ATERS PIANOS. TOUCHE WORKMANSHIP and DURABILITY UNbUe WONDER BOX contains 
eh : ° PASSED. Warranted to give Entire Satisinction. Prices Extremely Low for cash. 12 Sheets Paper. 198 Decalecomanie. 
SPECIAL NOTCES, THE WAG NER PIAN OS. SQUARE and UPRIGH" fT, are the best LOW-PRICED | jz Envelopes, 132 Embossed Pictures 
if eg ieoit  X os —* —- Pianos in the WORLD. Warranted to give entire satis- 3 Sheets Colored Paper. 1 Fioral Card. “ 
ines ecie oh MUMLE TRADE supplied on the most LIBERAL TERMS, AGENTS WANTED 1 Lead Pencil. 1 Pen-holder. 
it ea walle te) eens ak thea tng pote and a Fives A LIBERAL DISCOUNT to Teachers, Ministers, Churches, Schools, Lodges, &¢. 3 Pens. 2 Book Marks. 
' Month's geneeraytion to Leisure Hours, 2 Stories HORACE WATERS & SONS a — re > .. he Splints, 
{ | 16- terary paper, ° e Choices yries ° v 5 
, retaken tea eea, eG | Manufacturers and Dealers in PEANOS and ORGANS. 2000S, iucn hd Dtie 
i stam o postage. B ” é a = 36 Love } : c 3 3. 
{ Patten & Co., jz wi iitlany Street, N. Y.. Guarantee Warerooms: 40 E. 14th St., West of Broadway, New York, | 22 Splint-Work Patterns. 431 Articles. , 
aver hice Hour price seney se nt. Newsdealers SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES, for — (by mail for 53 cts.) it amounts at retail to 











—— : = Postage stamps taken. Agents wanted. 













ni J. JAY GOULD, 16 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass, 
i Fok any paper, send to D. R. NIVER, Albany, _ HILL’s J 

| # N. Y. Folding Sunday-school Library Couch a ro 
a BOOKCASE. oughs and Colds, 
he 

} 


PIANOS Retail vee S $750 only $235 ; $650, $175. 
Organs, 16 stops, $120; 13, 996 ; 12, $85. 
ORGANS 9, $65; 2, $4 ‘and new, warranted,15. 

days’ test trial, Other bargains 24-pp. 
Illustrated ELF. BE all about Piano-Organ S iagad 
vee. DANIEL F EATTY, Washington, 


SOMETHING NEW EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL SHOULD f “Brown’s Bronchial 
HAVE. Troches” will allay ir- 
ritation which induces 
coughing, and gives im- 
mediate relicfin Gron- 
ehitis, Catarrh, Influ- 
enza, Hoarseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The Cron- 
ehial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 
hnown and used nearly all over r the v w orld. 


NOTHING LIKE IT IN POINT OF ECONOMY, STYLE, 
CONVENIENCE, ELEGANCE, OR NOVELTY. 

Every case implies a thorough system in the manage- 

ment of the library, and soon saves many times its 





t. 
The standard size is twelve feet in length, and folds 
into a space of 24x36 inches. 
Can be shipped to any part of the United States. 
Built of fine walnut, and highly finished. 
R the Leaf Cluster, send to D, R. NIVER, For particulars address 


Albany, N. Y. Send for dese plies evlebageee. s. F. HILL, Hazleton, Pa. 


VOR Primary Teachers’ Monthly and Pictorial 
Primary Lesson Leaves, send to D. R, NIVER, 
Albany, N. Y. 








YOR the International Monthly’ and a International N usic, BOOKS, ververs. 


Weekly Lesson Leaves, send to L. R. NIVER : ‘PRICE, Y MAIL. 
Albany, N. Y. E FOR H 0 LI D A y $..! D AY gz Any p'ece of oR A Book mailed on receipt of 
THE ALL ian price, Helen’s Babies’ Galop and Helen’s Babies’ 













Ser Rtas ets s <1 it aga SRR 





VOR the Sunday School W orld and Leaves, send to CET THE oo orig Song, 40c. each. Fine set of Violin Strings for 75c. ; 


+ DR NIVER, Albany, N.Y. § single strings from 15¢. to 25c. BOOKS FOR THE 
Model Printi Press. and music, 100 scrap (embossed) pictures tor 25c. 


silliest HOLIDAYS very lew. Send for catalogues of books 
Nothing in the world would pl bo d nothi ld : . 
t ettainvastuent for your ere sfomee” Oarnew aa prem will Vote bah wards pues 





Keeps cut Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops rarriixe. 
BRI )WNES Es Sicckaies. No Waste Anvonmecay a mir 
SMS CsISaE iT. Costs less than one-halfof any other kind, and 
Etiaae ® Detter Samrle pac age 25 feet ? bey post paid, 








kind of card or label work, while our $16 size will do three-fourths 


















WEA ST Best selling article for canvassers male or OO. {oe uc for any Wastasee Seuss. ans ha cents for 100-page THE ustrated paorone hy bo 4 called * ee a ae ——— 
ie & DV Address w THER 8 r and also asample eopy of handsome new poe. 
: A STRIP. P. 0. ox ah rare St., New York. oPhi GHADAY & CO., Inventors and Manuf rere TAF cbeotass Be SLA BLS 00K MARK ESSON 
i a . ea ee ae —— OU A oom eer Y > ) intenna TIONAL SERED. 
+ as ok ieee _ JUST THE THING FOR THE BABY! Sa Fas serine se 
4 OUR DOLLAR or wi C ethos 


The Combined WALKING, ROCKING, RECLIN- ae 





Packages of. Embessed Pictures for Pot- 
tery Decorations are all the rage with the Ladies. 


ING, and Crib BABY-CHAIR, 





















; One of the most useful articles of Furniture ever Ay . 
} 3 Sent postpaid. Agents wented. 5 sample L.*~ or : eae invented. A splendid Holiday present. spec's! z. BR, Clissold, 188 Midi sca St. ¢ C 
iB a! 100 pactanes, = cents, a ee OBE 0O., Fa —— oll — F y on Iam terms now offered to purchasers, For illustrated | — . —_—_—— 
‘Hed ? Circular and Price List, address ERIE CHAIR CO., ites it ile 
1 Sacramental Sabbaths. ZRIE, Pa. ETERS secs Colts Wind & Dust, Stope marriime. — 
Het In Cloth, Blue and Gold, 40 cents B aed copy. Address memset SRSA ir. Costs! than one-balfof any other kind, and 
= M. E., Box 58, Kinderhook, New Yor rk. Ea NEriaiw's Detter Samm le pac age 95 Feet 9 5 cts., post paid. 
& c Best selling article ssers, male or female, 
af &. DUST 
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HAWKES GOLD QUILL 





| CHEAP MUSIC! *siciat™"& & Candy for the Holidays, | Simefss "vss." 














i i IEE, acsiniciuhecotndnivshatsseanevesssatans 85 ce b box. > PEN Sends for ci 
LH aN SACRAMENTAL SABBATHR. T ts American Mixed Candies. 85 cents per 5 I : end stamp for cir- 
i ad Mailed free. Address M. E., Box 63, Kinder! hook. French Mixed Candies...........ccecseseeseeeees addeakeeeebasnien $1.00 per 5 Ib. box. be TET culars, Pens repaired, 50c, 
ce wow Term. Warranted fresh, pure, and of superior quality. Orders promptly attended to from the factory of - - 
a a 1. 7 7 Y > Shi on eache i. 
ie SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. A. SCHWARZSCHILD & CO., 7 WOOSTER STREET, NEW YORK. Sect Schooler and Leaves 
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PUBLICATION, 


MOTHER’S BOYS AND GIRLS. 
Quarto. Boards, $1.25. Cloth, $1.75. This is Pansy’s 
latest Picture Story Book. Its hundreds of pictures 
and stories are charming, and will furnish instruction 
and amusement to, and be hailed with gladness by the 
little ones who have learned to love what Pansy says. 

D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON. 





By Pansy. 


OUR LITTLE MESSENGER, 


with four large pages, semi-monthly, contains 
beautiful pictures and stories for little children 
Without lesson or date. One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 25 cents. Over 12 copves, 
each 14 cents a year. Address, Evangelical Pub 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York. 





The Soul’s Inquiries Answered 
IN THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. 


A Year Book of Scripture Texts, a new edition just 
ready, beautifully bound in gilt and black, and appro- 
poe for Holiday Gifts. No more useful book could 
ye placed in the hands of inquirers or young converts. 
Price, complete with blank pages for diary, 31.00. Edi- 
tion without diary, 50e. Thos. Y. Crowell, Publisher, 
744 Broadway, New York. 


Sold by all booksellers, or sent post-paid on receipt of 


price. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFU!, 
REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—compri-~ing—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘1ext Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
Hymnal Cards. CHRISTMAS AND NFW YRAR 
CaRDS. TEACHER’ price list EL: UCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address J. H. BUF- 
FORD’S SONS. Publishers of Novelties in Fine 

Arts, 41 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 


Hints on Bible Readings, 


With a collection of readings from vari us sources 
by Rev. JOHN ©. HILL, paster Presbyterian 
Church, Adrian, Mich. 12mo. Cloth, $1.00. 

This manua: is intended as suggestive. Inquiry 
is of en made for such a book, and this is meant to 
supply the want. The various readings are Lf 

Geo. rodgers, Whittelsey, H. M. Parsons, Db. W. 

Whittle, Dr. Brooks, C. H. M., and other Sabiacien 

and successful expo~itors and teachers. 

ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., 
900 Broadway, Cor 20th St., New York. 
Sent by mail, prepatd, on } Feceips of $1.00. 





The Knightly Soldier 


A BIOGRAPHY OF MAJOR HENRY WARD 
CAMP, Tenth Connecticut Volunteers. By Rev. H. 
Clay Trumbull. Revised Edition, with portrait and 
illustrations. 16mo. Cloth. $1.50. 

This delightful story of a beautiful life, told by the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, is one of the most 
inspiring books that can be put into the hands of 
young readers. The attention of Sunday-school libra- 
rians and library committees is especially invited to it. 

For sale at all bookstores, or sent, postpaid, on re- 
ceipt of price, by the publishers. 


LOCK WOOD. BROOKS « CO., 
Bost on. 


By the Author of “ Summer Drift- 
wood,” ete. 


Of Miss Porter’s new book, “A SONG AND A 
SIGH.” the Evening Standard says: 


“This winning story to'd by Rose Porter's pure 
and thoughtful pen, could not Jack in the peculiar 
charm which invests so admirably all her volumes. 
It is beautifully and tenderly written, and abounds 
in illustrative teaching, which will make atreasury 
fora life-time. Miss Porter’s excellent works are 
already household volumes, and this will be de- 
servedly weleeme.” 

ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., 900 Broadway, 
Cor. 20th St., New York. 

12mo, $1.25. Sold by hooksellers. or sent by the 
publishers by mail, prepaid, on receipt of the price. 


New Publications. 


LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By Rev. 
D. O. Mears. With two steel portraits of Dr. Kirk, 
and views of Mount Vernon Church and the Ameri- 

can Chapel at Paris. Sm. 8vo. Cloth, $3. 

This book will have a larger reading than that of 
admiring friends. Dr. Kirk made his imopress on the 
age in which he lived, and thousands in this and other 
lands will avail themselves of this opportunity to know 
more intimately one who did so much for his fellow- 
men. . Especially should it be found in all our Sab- 
bath Se hool Libraries.—Cambridge Press. 

THE STORY OF CREATION. By . M. Campbell, 
D.D. Illustrated. 12mo. Cloth, $1.7 
From Rev. Dr. J. M. Manning, Old South Ch., Bos- 

ton: “Having taken it up, I kept to it till the whole 

was read. It ought to find multitudes of purchasers.” 

SLICES OF MOTHER GOOSE. By Alice Parkman. 
Illustrated by “Champ.” In envelone, 75 cents, 

boards, $1.25. 

*,* New and bright versions of fourteen of the most 
popular Mother Goose rhymes, with exquisite humor- 
ous illustrations in silhouette and otherwise. Text 
printed in red, on plate paper. 

ALL AROUND A .. ALE TTE. Children’s Art Series. 
By - Mrs. Lizzie W. ampney. Over a hundred illus- 








’ trations al ng cover designs, by “ Champ.” 
Small 4to 1 Flo. 

THE CEDARS. More of Child Lift By Ellis Gray. 
\ of the I g Ago Series. Illustrated. Sq. 
16mo. Cloth. $1.25. 

ONE HAY? Y WINTE R. By Mrs. S. S. Robbins, 
au nor of the“ Win and Wear Series.” Llustrated. 
16m0o. ‘loth. $1.25. 

*A young Sa chewy of a winter in Florida. 


REAL BOYS AND GIRLS. By Mary C. Bartlett. 
Lilustrated. l6mo. Cloth. #1. 
At all Booksellers, or sent 
price, by the Publishers. 


LOCKWOOD, EROOKS & CO., Boston. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL HELPS. 

Oldest Sunday-Schoo! and Tract Lepot we: t of the 
Mississippi Anything furnished to order: Eastern 
prices. © orrespondence solicited, 

J. W. McINTYRE, Agent, 719 Olive St., St. Louis. 


PULPIT HELPS 





Rev. Irving A. Searies. Paw 
P.w, Mich. Sample 10 cents. 


| Can be used as book-marks or for other purposes. 


, postpaid, on receipt of 


\= 





Printed in bro nze on 
black enameled cards 
Ten varieties: size of 
| 8 each, 7 by 2 inches. 


MASON & HAMLIN CABINET ORGANS, 


WINNERS OF HIGHEST HONORS AT ALL WORLD'S EXHIBITIONS FOR 


ten years. PARIS, 1867; VIENNA, 1873; SANTIAGO, 1875; Pa eS 1876. “I believe that every 
member of the Jury heartily concurred in assigning to those of your make, and yours only, the first rank 
t 


in all important qual 
Centennial). 


LISZT, 


fies of such instruments.”—GEO. F. BRISTOW, 


7, of N. Y. (Examining Juror at U.S. 


‘Musicians generally regard them as unequaled.”—THEODORE THOMAS, of Thomas’ 
Orchestra, and New York Philharmonic Society. “Sw 


rb instruments,” “unrivaled.”’—FRANZ 


per 
‘ Their fine quality of tone is im contrast with that of other reed Organs.”"—OLE BULL. 


R Walt 
9 obese s esc 





Superb New Styles are Now Ready, Surpassing Previous 


productions in musicai capacity and elegance of cases. One of these, Style 245, is in a new 
style of case, of solid Black Walnut, having pone, raised surfaces, and some other parts finished in highly 


polished jet, upon which are borders and graceful desi 
yronze beads and ornaments. With Nine Stops it is so. 
corresponding rates. 


as in Gold Bronze. It is also studded with jet and gold 
d for cash for $135. Other very beautiful new styles at 


PRICES REDUCED. mintei tir i toc Prices ero to 813 PACH, on simost 


on almost 


all styles. Five Octave, Double Reed Organs, }99 and upwards; with Nine Stops, $108 and upwards. Sold also 


for installments, or rented until rent pays for the organ. 


Dealers ny od recommend and urge the sale of inferior 


—_— a ause they get larger discounts or commissions for selling m. 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES and REDUCED PRIC E ‘LISTS (November, 1877) sent free. Any 


one y*- for these is Ae ee to give us. also names of any other 


Address MASON & HAMLI 


ORGAN CO., 
or 154 Tremont Street, BOSTON. 


parties who might like catalogues. 


50 Wabash Avenue, CHICAGO; 25 Union Square, NEW YORK, 








Holiday Music Books! 


THE WORLD OF SONG. 


Magnificent Bound Volume of Songs of the 
most popular and musical character. 


THE SUNSHINE OF SONG. 
Magnificent Bound Volume of the most re- 
cent and popular songs. (In press and nearly 
ready.) 


GEMS OF THE DANCE. 


Splendid Bound Vclume of the most Bril- | 
liant Piano Music, by Strauss and others. 


THE CLUSTER OF GEMS. | 


Splendid Bound Volume of the finest piano | 
pieces of Medium Difficulty. (In press and a 
nearly ready.) 


Se nd for 5 5 CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS, $4 per 100, 
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WINTER SINGING BOOKS. 

THE SALUTATION. $1.2 or $12 doz. Two first- 
ZION. e ~"s class Church 
ENCORE. 75 cts., or $7.50 doz. | Music Books. 
JOHNSON’S CHORUS CHOIR IN-| Three of the 

STRUCTION BOOK, $1.25 or $12 doz. | best possible 
PERKINS'S SINGING SCHOOL. Singing Class 

75 cts., or $6.75 doz. Books. 





Any book mailed post-free for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO. J.B. DITSON 4 CO. 
as Broadway, 922 Che tnut ‘t-eet, 
New York. Phitadelpaia 





On face are mottoes in large tyve, such as” Amia 
Christian ? “Why am [nota Christian?’ “ Without 
love I am nothing.’ * Where shall I epend eternity ?” 
ete. On back of each are texts enforcing the motto, 
Are suited to Sabbath-school classes, Inquirers, Prayer- 
Meetings, &c. $1.50 per 100, or 25 cents per set of 10, 
Pp Pp anal Ww. Syckelmoore. 1420 Chestnut St., Phil’a, 


or your boy get the Magic Self Winding Top 2 cts., 
or Set of Tools (9 pieces) 42 cents. For your girl get 
a Set of Dishes in a wooden box 2 cents, Fancy Fur- 
nished Work Box 75 cents, Pocket Book with Chain 


t ail from 
15 cents, by ma J. D. CARLISLE, 
37 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


UF Wine AWAKE on the CHRISTMAS TR EE 
Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney’s New Story entire! 

The Little Savages of Beetle Rock! Chiistmas 
Roast Beef! Kitty’s Christmas! Christmas in an 
Insane Asylum! Christmas in a Cabin! &c. Send 20 
cents to D. LOTHROP & 0O., BOSTON. 














SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


“GET THE BEST, GET” 


THeaEH CLASS. 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL 
FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 

Containing a full textual exposition of the Inter- 
national Sabbath-school Lessons, with Golden Text, 
lilustrative Readings, Analysis, Questions, Bible Dic 
tionary, etc. 

The Class offers all the aid that is essential to a thor- 
ough understanding of the lesson. 

Terms of Subscription, per annum, post-paid : 


l copy - DO) cts 
6 copies and upwards, to: one addre 88, ) er copy - 4 cts 


’ Scholars’ Lesson Paper. 


100 copies, one year - - $9.00. 
In smaller quantities at the same rate. 
Specimen copies sent free. Address, 
THE CLASS, 
7 Fifth Street, Louisville, Ky. 





NOLDEN TREASURY SERIES. 
3 The Golden Treasury. He Leadeth Me. 
land from the Poets. The Book of Praise. 
Quarto, elegantly printed with red lines, and numer- 
ous full- Thee’ Illustrations. Elegant binding, full gilt, 
$3.00. They are indeed worthy to be ranked among 
those rare volumes of selections which really educate 
the public taste. Each volume comple te in itself. 
Large 16mo edition, gilt edges. $1.25 each. They are 
the largest and most enemve gift books ever pub- 
lished at so Ly a pric 
. LOT [ROP & CO., 


A Gar- 


Publishers, Boston, 


LESSON HELPER, 


with four large pages weekly, ete and illus- 
0 





trates the International Lesson for Teachers and 


Bible classes. One copy, one month, five cents; 
one year, 50 cents. Over 12 copies, each 25 cents 
a year. Address, Evangelical Publishing Co., 


70 Bible House, New York. 


THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 75c. 50, $3. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Ave, N. Y. 





New American dipinetiie. A second-hand 
copy, g00d condition, 16 vols., cloth; also a set in 
sheep, will be exchanged for "good books, or sold 
very cheap. Immense catalogue of old and new books, 
American Book Exchange, 55 Beekman St, N. Y 


100 BEAUTIFUL FRENCH AND GERMAN 
Decalcomania, or Transfer Pictures, easily trans- 
ferred to any object, 0c, Gem Chromos, Serap Book, 
and Japanese Ornamental Pictures. Samples ‘of any 
of the above, lic by mail. Send curre ncy or postage 
stam ps. Importers Chromo Company, 

785 Broadway, N. Y. 





25 Fun Cards, 10¢c. 90 Comic Devil Cards, 13c. 20 Trans- 
parent, 13c, Outfit 10c, Seavy Bros., Northford, Ct. 


|A CARD TO BOOK-BUYERS! 


The unbiased verdict has been given and the fact 
established that L. CLARKSON’S NEW WORK, 


. THE 7 . 
Gathering ;2), Lilies 


Is beyond doubt the leading poetic and artistic gift- 
book of the season of 1877-8. The poems are pure, 
healthful, and vigorous in tone, and are accompanied 
by the most exquisite colored illustrations, elegant in 
design and full of thought and harmonious expre sion, 
| Those desiring something chaste and be autiful will do 
| well to ask their booksellers for The Lilies. Elegant 
| cloth, $4; morocco, $9 Sent on receipt of price, post- 
paid, by the publishers, 
| J. L. SIBOLE & CO., 109 8S. Fiftee ath § St., Phila, 


— —_-—_- —- —— —_ 
| 


- 'TOMLINSON’S 


Sui School Reise 


The Standard. 





Tomilinson’s 8. S. Record ‘ $1.00 
| Tomlinson’s Class Boxes, per doz. ww 
Tomlinson’s Collection Envelopes, per 
| a saws 5 


” 
| Sent by mail toany address. Full 
sent on application to. 


J. H. TOMLINSON, 
52 Madison St., Chicago. 


lists of requisites 





| 900 Broadway, cor. 20th St., New York 


For Sunday-School Presents, 


A VERY LARGE ASSORTMENT OF 


Attractive Books, 


Selected from unexceptionable sources at reason- 
able prices. Also a full supply of Christmas and 
New Year Cards, 
ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., 
900 Broadway, cor. 20th st , New York. 
School committees out of town can have their 


orders satisfactorily « executed by sending a graded 


list of scholars, and naming the sum they wish to 
expend. 


KANSAS. 


All about its Soil, Climate, Resources, Products, 
Laws . and its People are given in the KANSAS 
FARMER, a 0-page Weekly, in its 15th year. Post- 
paid, 3 months, 50 cents. 

Address J. K. HUDSON, Topeka, Kansas. 

Has quickly taken a high place among agricultural 
journals.—N. Y. Tribune. We have considered it 
among the best of our exchanges, and a worthy repre- 
sentative of the West.—Practical Farmer, Phila. Our 
Kansas friends should feel much pride in the high ehar- 
acter and sterling worth of their state agricultural 
paper.— National Live Stock Journal. We cheerfully 
credit it with being one of the best edited of our Wesi- 
ern agricultural exchanges.—Spirit of the Times, N. Y. 
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WES LURE “ 


j £ Up, a ie 
ANTERNS “e \ 
C™MAGIC LA SLES 
ND MANE 
THEO. J. HARB Ac ea ERT SI 
TReut ARS FREE PA 
Toy Magie Lanterns a Specialty, 
PRICE LIST FREE. 





BEACH'S CELEBRATED 
PARLOR AND INTERNATIONAL 


Scroll Sawing 


Machines, from $4 to $14, The Best and the 
Cheapest. Before purchasing, state where you saw 
this, and send stamp for 28-page Illustrated Catalogue. 
Address, H. L. BEAC H, Montrose, Suse, Co., Pa. 


LATHES —_vondld mA 


§ with Jig and Circular Saw At- 
tachments; Tool Chests, with Best Tools; 
Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and Designs. 


Ice King, Ac- 
SKATES me, American 
§ Club, ete., etc. 


At Factory Prices. Cutaloques Free. 
TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St., Phila, 




























resent your Teacher with a Twill Silk Hand- 
kerchief, 21 inch 69 cents, 15 inch 39 eents, 12 inch 25 
cents, or an Initial Linen Handkerchief 0 cents, or 4 
Hem Stitched Linen Handkerchiefs for $1.00, or a 
Pair of Ear Muffs 39 cents, or a Muffler for We., 75e 

$1.00, $1.25, or a Pocket Book for We., 75c., $1.00, or a pa r 
ot two-button Kid Gloves $1.00, or a Collar and a pair of 
Cuffs in a fancy box 30 cents, or pair of Pearl Cuff But- 
tons 30 cents, or Lined Kid Gloves $1.25, by mail from 


J. D. CARLISLE, 
37 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“3 PHOTOGRAPHIC APPARATUS. 
ft Latest invention ; anybody can operate it with 
verfect success. Complete outfits from ® to 
nen agg _ Chromo Photogr: aphy outfits, %3; Helio- 
graph, Send stamp, for full information, to k. 
Sac cae ann  & Co., Manufacturers, 278 Pearl St., N. Y 


\ PLENDID MARKET GARDEN, 

Well equipped, Sash, Tools, and Creps for 
1878. One mile from best market in sew Engilaud. 
All for sale or to lease by 
JOHN B, SMITH, East Hartford, Conn 














WOR the Baptist Teacherland Leavesfsend to D. R. 
NIVEER, Albany Ze 
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FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, {Louise Bushnell in Scribner’s Magazine. ] 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED i825. 

} ‘ ‘ Capital, $400,000.00. - - sta, $1,655,717 .20 
fs THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. anaes: secede 


JOHN DEVEREU: at. 
4 From 1 to 14 Copies, « « + $2.15 each, gt prea ossag pane 
j ~ & LLL, Secretary. 
“ Ito29 * ees 1.90 “ JOHN L. THOMSON, Ass’t. Secretary. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 
CORK 


< All the year long the moon gives light 


And makes a silver day of night; 


But once a year 
She seems more near :— 
a Shows every night her steadfast face, 


And fills the sky with tranquil grace 
—_—— Tis hard to tell when day is done, 


i 30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ For day and night flow into one. 


LIGHT, 
ite (Which includes 15 cents for postage.) FIRE INSURANCE C0 COOL So heaven shines downward all the while, 
i .. The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents ’ . And lights us with its constant smile 
i has been discontinued. The price to all single AND 5 : aie 


iF subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at But once a year 


PHILADELPHIA. 


POROUS, It draws more near ;— 
| which it can be afforded. Fil : ' t dra re near; 
Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 7 434 WALNUT STREET. jn The NOVELTY in this Corset consists in the use Wide open stands the shining door 
f a year at yearly rates. CASH CAPITAL, ae : $200,000 | of Cork, in place of Bone or horn, which makes it With gieams of light unseen before; 
iB Additions may be made at any time to a club, at DIRECTORS: | FIRM yet FLEXIBLE., in fact UNBREAKABLE, And all across flash glimpses fleet 
ny the same rate at which the ciub, as first formed, | NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF | It molds and adapts itself to every movement of oO 9 “ . eg ae 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- President. Vice-President. the body with such perfect ease as to insure th+ t upper joys and radiant leet, 
' tional subscriptions vo expire at the sametime with | JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, | xreate-t cowfort to the wearer. Tt has the univer- : ee 
$ fee ee) Cee en The new subscribers J. E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER. sal support of the Medical Profession. and every 'Tis ever so since love broke through 
* ay? = | pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. H,. W. PITKIN, HENRY HAINES, Lady that has worn it decides that it is the most Aud down the widening spaces tlew ;— 
ubscribers asking to have the direction of apaper | J. S. HELFENSTEIN, WM. M. SINCLAIR. elegent article ever known That blessed year 
i changed should be careful to name not onlythe post | HIRAM MILLER, JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, It is absolutely impossible to Break Down this c ates den 
i office to which they wish it sent, but al-o the one to | BB. THOMAS, DELL NOBLIT, JR. | Corset. IT WILL LAUNDRY PERFECTLY. ; Our Lord came near ;— : 
which it has been sent, All addresses shouldinclude | F. W. KENNEDY, J. B. SHEPPARD, Ask for the Serpentine-Wire Corset CLASP. with For him swung back the sta ry bound; 
aN — county wm A we ith ine! ‘ut 4 ik en WM. A. LEVERING, side motion, Every pair warranted not to break. Deepened far up the great protound ; 
i Al ny person writing to renew eitherasingle orclub | J. S, FLWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa , : . . : aseee owen eel a Ne Stag 
ea) oubeor ption, in connection with which his name has WM. H. HAINES, Fata T ag Aire aiaabas MAR rin I. ¢ OOLEY, ; A = + scoee ta _ ae =f" at His ee, 
‘ not before been known to the publishers, will please sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary 451 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. nd naught was narrow but the earth 


give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 


“orn al ale Now evermore he stands and wait 
ubscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to CHURCH FURNITURE. ee a 








cee 















































es - | ings. Forth from the presence of the King, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Please send for estimates. Than that which brought thee, with the ery 
Publisher. A I | BE. P. WALLING. 106 WALL STREET. New York. To sinful, weary, wond’ring men, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. aig ( 


“ All glory be to God on high ! 


i their friends can have specimen copies sent free Seine Eng s Gane tones geies; 
%! from this office to any address, THE ot once a year : 
{ a MENEELY'S BELL sah a Sor ey wl 
He LY 8S L S Sha e blest door be thrown so wide, 
a SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, 8 oe. | ee ee oe oo | MI ASON & HAM [| NY | Ast only we the entrance bie 7 
oN This paper is designed to supply superintendents nown Unbar all hearts; make room within, 
i, with helps, in the line of their special work, to the public ey py — go Fle ~ And let the holy Christmas in! 
| which teachers and scholars nave not access. It is | OF ail ae ms No a me PO. fre = ne na ORG A N CoO. \ 
i ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of Troy or West Troy N.Y ia ems, Chner 
4) nd | ede i to oe che 7 ym a are °’" MENEELY & Co. | Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
it clase sowlatant euperiutendenta, and Reade of depart. —— | decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase SHINE, HERALD LIGHT. 
5 ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. | in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
iP ordering it, state that they are such, Established in 1837. make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of BY ALEX. R. THOMPSON, D.D 
' In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ are Tee 'cnaanted | from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List : , 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have Schovls, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire | dated November, 1877. O stars of God, —what did ye see 
| a d for Tar Sunpay Scuoo. Times, as given on the Alarms, Tower Clocks. etc. Fully Warranted. hei f k ledged 2. 
Bie ellow address label ou ‘Lue Times. Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. Organs of their manufacture are acknowledge That holy night when Christ was born ? 
Bo Vaxpezes & Tier, 102 E. 2d St., Cincinnati. - stand at bee — of — of this class; What stranger clad in panoply 
‘i ; aving merited and receive Rode with your host from eve till morn, — 
: THE WEERLY LESSON LEAF. MENEELY & KIMBERLY _| Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. | Whose helmet was a diadem, 
* ne Copies, _— ae. = 8 a NEW STYLES, NOW READY, Who bore a fiery pennon high; 
i om a ial mented surpass previous productions in musical excel-| And when ye came o'er Bethlehem 
| than 100 ft ase at rate Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y lone a beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or Paused, while your wondering host went by? 
he ’ ‘ installments; or rented until rent pays. TIllus- 
i ie THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY. a te a superior quality of Bells trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- CHORUS: 
i 100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 pecial attention given to CHURCH BELLA. vemb Shine, herald light 
. ‘ ember, 1877), sent free. , herald jight, 
: 100 Ty one year, >’. * 25.00 ___ #@r Ulustrated Catalogues sent free. Ye angels sing, 
| ee Se Tee Sa ee caane Sales, —=|MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. Shephatde to-night 
ai | abscinas “4 ae 
i | AGENTS WANTED. 154 Tremont St., BOSTON; 26 Union Sq., NEW YORK ; ae 
GREAT BRITAIN. 250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. Lies in this stall 
+ Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive To Agents selling my 10 new articl ae ‘ 
any of these publications, can make ment for h - ‘ne 3 wd , cs -. - O wonder passing mortal ken ! 
rae the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, Gaesehen, Walenta, Jewelry, ot. Bend I | J N A | B i ; R Glo-ry to God! 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: for catalogue. R. Morris, Chicago, Il Good-will toward men! 
. The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. eee Yc oes oy AT WHOLESALE. Glo-ry to God ! 
rs The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. AGENTS WANTED FOR Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. Good-willtoward men ! 
ii The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, — 1s. 6d. MOODY’S NEW SE WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS. Building 
+4 These raves include postage, which is prepaid at RMONS. and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes O-Anesi of the lixies Gea 
i this office. Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price | cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also mages OF ENE NViDg Lod, 
ine Subscript! dvertise- | #2 50. H.8. GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- | dressed seasoned Lumber. Sane Meet Did ever nobler errand bring 
if oe aes Sere ons or Advertise- cinnati, 0. ings, ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell-| Thy rapid feet, with lightning shod, 





i itn Ai irapiait 





RGAE TT 








) A AEE LT —— } Im their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside a nd on the earth be peace again !”’ 
, s Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly ond —*, Larg- & oe 
i) A GREA OFFER! We will during | est Paper in the World, with Mammoth C Shine. herala 1; 
ee sthese Hard Times Chromos Free. Big Commissions to Agents. Terms : 4 UHo.—Shine, herald light, ete. 
De dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS,newand | and Outfit Free. Address P. @ WacK ERY, . 
: 4. i second-hand of first-class makersiucluding | Augusta, Maine. Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all O shepherds, heard ye e’er before 
ie WATER»S’at lower prices for cash orInstall- ins paiinaeenraiei ‘ Boaucadeass other Slate Work on hand or made to order. Suel ee ea iE endian ood 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. Such music as that winsome strain 
1 We effered. WATERS? GRAND SQUARE and ae BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! x WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. That a ravished senses o'er, 
) UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLU= ’ Also General Agents for the celebrated Floremce The night ye watched upon the plain: 
oi DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIE E | oft stoves tor cooking and heating purposes} When pen ag @ mighty cee 
j DOIR ) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pian- pel it Agents wanted. Send for circular. Sinoi senna the eehe of heaven abor 
- os $150.71+3 do $160 not used a year. “2% Has “Wrote Another Book "’ and it is ready. at eet Dia D REE ARIE ieee Stood round the gate ol heaven above, 
er 


s $50. 4 Stops 858. 7 Stops S68. Nl nN YEYATT oY AT AT And chanted, with their lips of fire, 
S nrope 75: 10 Stops 888.12 Stops 100 | SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. The canticle of holy love! 

cash, not used a year, in perfect order and Send for Territorv. Cireulars, etc., at once. Address 

warranted, LOCAL & TRAVELING AG’TS AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford Conn. 


ERICAD Cuo.—Shine, herald light, ete 
WANTED, Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill.; Newark, N. J. ‘ cob 


ay 











i A liberal discount to peng peng tee ay _ sae ——— - oan kins apr Fae i ca Re CAE” CAPE PAY RN a eR AS RENN NR RE 
iat Schools, Lodges etc, Sheet music at half price. and STEREOPTICONS o mds and prices. 
; IHORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactu- 10,000 AGENTS WANTED TO SELL Views illustrating every subject for PUBLIC “A wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
rf i rers and Dealers, 40 EAST t4th STREET, EXHIBITIONS, etc. 4° 4 ofitable business | to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind. and no 
Union Square, New York. P.O. Box, 3567. T RO for a man with small capital. Also, Lanterns for Col- | teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa 
| ESTIMONIALS. leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A | ration.” 
The N. ¥. Times says: ‘ Waters’ Orchestrion THE CURSE Magic Lantern and 20 Photographie Views of Bible s 
Y ii Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument, sim- History for $25. 74 e illustrated catalogue free. Foster’s Cyclopedia ot 
i4 } Py, perfect. The Chime of two and one-half octave dealt the DEMON DRINK, by the veteran author, McALLISTER., Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassan St.. N 
iE ae ; ad ed oom effects eve mend of being pro- T. 9. ARTHUR. <A book to STARTLE and | —— Prose Illustrations, 
i u the player are singularly fine. ENLIGHTEN the people. Vivid pictures and ~ . 
i The pon ia full, clear and resonant, and a very PROOFS how it ‘lent BODY, SOUL. HOME, Z ae. LATELY IMPROVED. SECOND SERIES 
interesting effect is produced with the chii..: of Soc Le TY, ete. Unfolds the work of LNEKRIATE 2. . Overcoming all possibil- | Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
; bells.—Christian Union, ASYLUMS, GOSPEL TEMPKRANCE, WOMAN'S | pm ity of of Shoul- | many who use the series say that they are the most 
et The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the | CRUSADE, FRANCIS MURPHY PROHIBITION, | SeaRES Speen er; all s or both | useful books in their libraries, 
| very best. We are enabled tospeak oftheseinstru- | ete. ete. ONLY $2. Its saleis MARVELOUS. OUR | I = “eee 20XSS; worth ten times | PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
ei! ments with confidence from personal knowledge. | BEBILES with 2000 ILL’S far excel all others. | StL Mot mm 8 cost in promoting | Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
f. = 
i 4 


—N, ¥, Boangelist, oh Prices just reduced 25 PERCT.!! Send for terms. | TiS health and — an 
We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 5 1.25 


: 4 1 : from personal knowledge, as being of the very best 
j iW quality.—Christian Iniellingencer, , 


minating and enforcing a lesson, or in impartin 
erect form. Send moral and religious truths. Royal 8vo. 791 mod 
and chest measure to | Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. Half mor. $7.00. 
Cleveland Shoulder THOMAS Y. CROWELL. 
Brace Co., Cleveland, O. 744 Broadway, New York. 
Trade-mark registered Sept. 26,’76. | ppapps n <a 
Made of choice materials, and per ATT'S be _— Patent Brace. 


- . pigtieet oie We will send 
fumed with mild and agreeable | free to all ap- 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is a 


Hubbard Bros., Publishers, 733 Sansom St., Phila. 


BABY SOAP. 











DR. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
n 

















+ » s plicants who 
ing pads, l ualed for beauty, carefully prepared, and of sufficient | AYER & SON’S | THIRD EDITION of 
style, and comfo Approved by all alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi Rr ’ M 
4 2% physicians. For sale by leading mer- let or Nursery Soap. Made only by | ~ FOR ADV we ZON’S | pp AN U AL 
chants. Samples, any size, by mail. Rogsinson Bros. & Co., Boston fo try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ than any which have preceded it, Chass tho wt oped 
mM In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- ——— | trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. U circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, INVAL ID RECLINING right, solid walnut Cases, 23-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. newsp"pers in the United States and Canada, and 






contains more information of valne to an advertiser 
I than e«n be found in any other publication. All lists 
I R o * e heve been curefull 


y revised, and where practicable 
Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 


ROLLING CHAIRS, 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 


humerous and unusnally advantageous. Be sure to 
ALLEGER BOWLB 0. 2 S% send for it before spending any money in r 
ADLSSER, BOWLET 6 00., Vesingten, I. J. *s N. Wo AYER & NON, 


advertising Addre 


i 

i 

! 

’ . $1.00. 

ie . WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway, N.Y. 
| WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


| i | Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 


ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 
GIRLS 3 nice perforated mottoes for Tancy work, a are a ed ak 


10 cts. J. W. Russell, Newton, Mass. 


CHAIR ©O., NEW HAVEN, ©7,. 

















be The Potont Vidy, Fastener. made of Plush, 

_ FOLDED es: Oh > Oa Er TL. 20 Cards, 10 ca S2-columnn rand best all colors. Send 25 cents for a haif dozen 

Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest FREE premium list ever offered free with order. yoencocelne atiew IeGrpeneeias, E A. 
> " . t son & Co, mfs. iN § 

ing the Night or Day, W. Jamzs Arrwoo. . J.B, HUSTED, Nassau, N.Y. | Loung Folks World, 12 Winter St. Boston, Mass. ri 


j 
a =A 
| Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur v 5 —_— CARDS, no two alike, with name, 




















PUBLICATIONS. 





December 22, 1877.] THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 815 
PUBLICATIONS. PUBLICATIONS. ae 


THE OXFORD 
- SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 
PRICES. 


Peart 24m0 Eprrron, 514x4 in. 





y , 

tets, Songs, Hymns, Tunes, Chants. Anthems, and 
French Morocco, stiff covers $1.50 PATTERSON. suit . THE KNIG HTLY SOLDIE R vocal mesic of ali kinds, and valuable lessons in 
'rench Morocco, stiff. Covers sit covers... 190 BY THE REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of | Mypcoig pogcmt nt ona —— 
Pree Morocet, flexible covers—————_————- 235 “PARADISE,” ete. |, By Chaplain H.CLAY TRUMBULL, | GETZE’S NEW METHOD 
Turkey Moroceo, flexible or stiff covers__—--- 5 | that has read “Paradise” will be wise | Editor of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. | preadectey ii FS : 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_-.. 5.00 tvery one that has reac < s | 


Postage nine cents extra. 





4 

" . > s Axa ; hie : the most attractive and delightful manner; amo ‘ 
NonPaREIL 16Mo Eprriox, 64x4 in. a0 16mo. PRICE, $1.50. The sixth edition of this book was accompanied | much other new matter is 4 very valuable teontins A 

French Morocco, stiff covers_——---------------~ pe by commendatory letters from governors of all the | on accompanying, and a number of very beautiful i 

Persian Morocco, flexible covers_------------ ot New England states, and from fifteen college presi- | songs 13at 

Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible overs_------ 3.50 . 


Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined--__ 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minton 8vo Eprtron, 734x5'4 in. 


— ke. eanenll $4.60 | ae . | Is the best book for Praise, Prayer, Gospel, Camp, ; 
Persian Mors C0, a . sible covers__------ “te Fhe Nation says of it: and other devotional meetings. Contains over two 

Turkey Morocco, § or flexibie c WEhwwenane Ge om ncn ‘ the ‘ ; 

Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_.__ 8.00 1oever reads this life of Henry Camp can 


Postage eighteen cents extra, 
For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


ihe THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 3 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y; 


Nationa: Sunday Schovi 


TEACHER 


M. @ Hazard, Editor. Best and most thorough 
Teacher's Help published. The Geography, Biog- 
raphy, Mythology, etc., of the lessons, fully treated 
in separate dep«rtments. its lessons are most 
helpful and inspiring. Its editorial departments are 
exceedingly popular, Will be taken if examined. 
$1.50 per year—les~ than 


A POSTAGE STAMP 


for each Sunday. In clubs of five or more,$1.25 each. 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
A new eight-page paper for the pupil, entirely 
devoted to the lesson, Can be given out each Sun- 
day. Twice the size of the ordinary lesson leaf 
Same price. Nearly the size of Quarterlies at about 
4 their price. Terms:—Single copy, 9 cents per 
year ; 109 copies, $9 per year; 100 copies for one 
month, 75 cents. 


THE LITTLE FOLKS. 
A Beautifully Illustrated paper for Primary « lasses 
for Four Sundays in each month, 
Teams :—Single copies, 30 cents per year. 
Specimen copy of each of the above FREE 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., Chicago. 


MARK TWAIN'S 











Subscribe now. 
PATENT NELSON & PHILLIPS, g. BRAINAED'S SONG, Publishers, Cleveland, 0. 
SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK Raa 
i 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made. 
Each page is already 
gummed to receive 





Suan LESSONS FOR 1878. Before you order Sab- THE ' 

nies BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, i 

Cnt’ Book, spl, cata oeh songs tar ts ye ot, Haw zmme | DALD Schoo! Papers fOr) Woctminctan Ouest 

*s Boo 6, . . Coming Man is the Presen ild,” ete., ete. is 

N Clippings, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50. e l Ol 00 

Pictorial Serap Book, 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and$5.00. | THE ONLY BOOK WITH BLACKBOARD another year, send for ’ i 

prekes Genny Bock Setyles lie. and Sie. BXERCISRS sancanced forthe coming yor. | gamanles of Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
Any of the above books can be obtained through 


a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express - 


— receipt of price. Send for a descriptive | TO REDUC E THE PRICE | 
circular. ‘ 
sxore, wooomax, «co. |EVERY SUPERINTENDENT) my Paper, rnow 
Biank Book MaNnuFracruREns, ; 4 
1t@ and 19) William Attract. New Work. And Teacher should have a copy of this GOoD CHEER $18 to $15 PER 100 NET, é 
ae : ens invaluable help. ? At which price Orders will be filled for the year y 
SHUTE NS) T IME-SAV ING MAILED, POST-PAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. OLD & YOUNG. 1878. i 
—_——_— 

LIBRARY RECORD| FAIRBANKS & CO,,| eacn ainors trom tne otnr. sO READ 


Tells without the writing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what number it was, and who 
took it out. It also prevents, if desired, the same 
book being given the second time to any scholar, 
and tells qaickly how many times each book has 
been taken out during a given period, It will last 
for several years. ‘ 
The Sunday School Times says of this Record: 
“We are assured by a librarian of eleven years’ 
standing that this is the best he has ever employed. 
The advantages claimed for it seem to be borne out 
by the testimony of those making use of it.” 
“SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR. 
by mail, prepaid, only $1.50. 
EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Price 





Quarto Size. Accurate, and up to the times, 16 Full P 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes,and Index. Designed to aid 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 





| JUST ISSUED BY THE 


| 


Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


TISIONS OF 


For the Life on Earth. 

















to purchase this, a companion book. 





The Book for the Holidays. 




















Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 

Small quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented. 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED, 400 pp. PRICE, $1.50. 
Please address 
JOHN A. BLACH, Business Superintendent, 
1834 CHESTNUT 8ST., PHILADELPHIA. 











We will publish for 1878 a new 
weekly lesson leaf, entitled, EVERY 
SUNDAY, a two-paged leaf, with notes, 
for children, on the International Les- 
sons, memory lessons, etc. Price, 15 
cents per year; ten copies and over, 
10 cents each. 

s@r-Subscriptions must expire with 
the last week of March, June, Septem- 
ber, or December numbers. 

Send for specimen copy. 
December 1. 


Address 


Ready 





~ TLLUSTRATIONS 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL 


PAR1 I—FIRS1 AND SECOND QUARTERS. 
Price, limp cloth, 50 cents, 


Publishers, 
46 MADISON ST., Chicago, Ill. 





I supply a great va- 
riety of lesson papers, 
Scholars’ Quarterlies 
and Question Books for 
Sundav-School 
ars, and the best of the 
Weekly and Monthl 
Helps for Superintend- 


p E Rl 0 DI (cA Ky ents and Teachers, to- 


LESSON PAPERS 


Bi UNO 


7 | gether with the vol- 


Lessons for 1878. Hav- 
ing been acquaintd 
with the businessa long 
time, and a Sunday- 
schooi Superintendent 
for several years, I can 
be of service to schools 


weer yes 


— sd 


TAN Sea ere 





Schol- | 


| 
umes of Notes on the | 





ATEN, 


ft 
h 
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THE SUNBEAM BOOK. 


| contact healthful and invigorating, and we commend 
| this book to all people who lead little, and poor, and 


{ 


Every Sunday. | 





TWO CHOICE BOOKS 
FOR BOYS AND GIRIS. 
FOR BOYS 
Nothing can be better than 


Price - - $1.50. 


dents. 
by the American Social Science Association fora 
place in the first list of books for village or other 
public libraries. ° 


hardly fail to have his faith in men strengthened, 
and all his good impulses quiclgned. There is 
electricity in good and great jives, that makes their 


doubting lives as an excellent tonic.” 
FOR GIRLS. 
Nineteen Beautiful Years, 


OR, 
SKETCHES OF A GIRL’S LIFE. 
By Miss F. E. WILLARD. 
Price, * - - $1.00 


NOTICE OF. THE PRESS. 


“An excellent book to put into the hands of 
many a girl who has been led to wonder how she 
may best perform her part in life.”— The Congrega- 
tionalist, 

“Thoughtful and religious, but piquant and often 
humorous. The thousands who have listened with 
delight and profit to Miss Wiliard will be glad to 
possess this little volume.”— The Contributor. 

“Religion is never shown here as vapory or in- 
tangible, nor as sombre and gloomy; but 1s ever 
actual and real, and wears a home-like charming 
grace.”—Times of Refreshing. 

“It differs refreshingly from most books of its 
class.”—The Watchman. 








Either of the above books Bent on receipt of price, 
carefully wrapped, and pestage prepaid. Address 
EBEN. Saute. Manager International 8S, 8. Supply 
Co., 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


SABBATH SCHOOL 


MEN, 


GOOD WORDS, 


All are full of the Cospel. | 
Beautifully Illustrated 


and Attractive. 
Price within reach of all. 


FOR TERMS, SEE THESE PAPERS. 


Published Monthly by the 


Itis the one war biography recommended | 


PUBLICATIONS, 


NEWEST AND BEST 


| MUSIC BOOKS. 


NEW CENTURY. 


| By H.8. PERKINS. 75 cts. per copy. $6 per doz. 
| Is the very best book for Conventions, Classes, 
Choirs, ete., contains a large variety of Glees, Quar- 


For the Piano Forte, 
| isa bright, fresh work, presenting the subject in 


Thousands of copies sold, Price, $2.75. 


ARMOR BEARER, 


| By Rev. KE. P. HAMMOND and W. W. BENTLEY. 


| hundred of the best Hymns and Musie by the most 
eo composers, 35 cts. per copy. $30 per hun- 
ared, 
CHURCH WELCOME. 
| The largest and best Collection of Hymn Tunes, 
Anthems, etc., for all denominations, Also contains 
a fine collection of Glees, Part Songs, ete. Reduced 
— $12 per dozen, 400 pages, Is meeting with a 
arge sale, 
Published by WM. A, POND & CO., 547 Broadway 
Branch Store, 39 Union Square, N. Y. 


78 MUSIC BOOKS OF THE DA ¥. en 
THE GALAXY. 


Just out. Brilliant new collection of musie for 
Singing Schools, Conventions, Choirs, ete., by J. 
William Suffern.—The best Convention book ever 
oublished. Five Departments—Elementary, Giee, 
Metrical, Anthems, and Chants, Nearly 300 pages, 
by the best writers in the country. ho teacher 
should tail to examine it, Price, $1.00. Mailed 
post-paid. $10.50 per dozen. 


CHAPEL ANTHEMS. 


By Dr. J. B. Herbert, assisted by the best writers 
of the day. ‘This new and valuable work contains 
192 large pages of superior Anthems, It excels all 
other publications of the kina, and is the latest and 
best Anthem book. To bring it within the reach of 
every choir in the land, it 1s offered at the low 
price of $1.25 or $1050 per duzen. Sample copy 
mailed on receipt of $1.25, 


GRAND HOLIDAY NUMBER! 
Brainard’s Musical World. 


For December, 1877, contains 40 pages of New 
Music and reading matter. AGalaNumber! Christ- 
mas Song-, Christmas Carols, Piano pieces, “ Chris- 
mas Greeting Waltz,” etc., $2.50 worth of music for 
15 cents. Soid by most newsdealers, No person 
interested in music should fail to send for our 
Christmas Number. Price, 15 cents. For $150 we 
will send the MUSICAL WORLD from December, 
1877, to January, 1879, with our premium book, 
“Musical Hints.” 





REDUCTION IN PRICE! 


GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 








THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


received, has enabled the 
BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


THE CONCERT EXERCISE 


FOR 1877-1878. 
PRICE PER 100 $3.00. 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 











Christian at Work Publishing Co. 


Samples sent FREE on application to 
E.W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
P.O. Box 5105, New York. | 





My Picture Lesson, 


with its four pages weekly, gives the International 
Lesson wn pictures and stories for children. “ The 
hest for Infant Classes.” One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 35 cents. Over 12 copies, 
each 15 cents a year. Address, Evangelical Pub- 


lishing Co , 70 Bible House, New York. 


it. Price $1.00. Sent by mail on receipt of price. ‘ desiring to know which CROW ELL’S J UST PU BLISH ED. 
AGENTS WANTED in every Township. Liberal are the best helps for 
Terms given. Address O. D. Casz & Co., Hartiord, Coun 











, LA 'E OF EDW NORRIS KIRK » B 
teachers and scholars. Samples of Question Books Sunday-School braries Lis a ae ee pe Dh La 
— loaned for ——- Samples of best lesson | => ” ba ag ime $10 00. Kirk, and views of Mt. Vernon Church and the i 
rv vr papers sent free. Address, : 0.2. 16 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. srican Chape aris. Sm.8vo. $8 
PER CENT. NET. EBEN. SHUTE, mek i yoin me 12 $2 | _American Chapel at Pais." 6v0. "i. : 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa [mproved Farm 





52 Bromfield St., Boston. 











The liberal reduction from former prices, on 


THE STORY OF CREATION. ByS. M. Campbell, 
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D.D. Ulustrated. 12mo0. Cloth, $1.75, 
Sent post-paid, on receirt of price, 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO. 


First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 

J. B. WATKINS & €0O., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
243 Broadway, New York. 


these beautiful and interesting series has created 

a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 

libraries Se, ne = -schools moms to 
CTICAL, | increase their library w o well to examine before 
Suggestive ae a Thelotel te | completing their selection, Send for our complete 
only: 7 cts.n quarter, or 35 cise year. |. Y. CROWELL. 44 BROADWAY. NEW YORK, 
Send ENTS — 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 
Se, THOROUGH, 


Bosten 


Sunday-school Books at Half Price. 


A large lot of Sunday-school Books selling off at 
half price. Bibles, Sunday-school Cards, Mott:es, 
and Fancy Goods, below cost. $1000 Family Bibles 
for $5.00. No reasonable offer refused at either whole- 
sale or retail, at 1135 rer St. 

. HARTMAN, Philadely hia, 





SEV fer a _ 


and be rorvinced. LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, l3c. 40 
& PHILLIPS, Publishers, in on, Se Sree Cards, 10e, 
Breadway.tiNew York. Ag’ts outfit, 10ec. DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


{December 22, 1877 
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all speaking and richly decorated, can be 
A us for $750. 
u 


Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 


No. 5. Two Manuals, 82 Stops. $1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops 1,000 
No. 87. Two Manuals, 15 Stops 900 
No. 88. Three Manuals, 46 Stops.___.........--.. 3,000 
No. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops 600 
No, 91. Two Manuals, 1¢ Stops 600 
No. 92. One Manual, 11 Stops. 500 
No. 95. Three Manuals, 36 Stops......_.......... 2,000 
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9 feet by 6 feet and 16 feet high, wh 10 Regisers and 
236 Pipes, including a Sub-Bass of 27 Notes, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pipes, 


rnished 
t is one of our new Series of 
rch Organs for village churches, comprising 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to $1,250. 
These Organs surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, Elegance of 
Appearances and Perfection of Action. 


4@ DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 
We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 




















EH. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke's 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 
Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
part of the country. 





Prang’s Christmas Cards 
IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 
Prang’s Christmas Cards 
IN THE FAMILY. 
Prang’s Christmas Cards 
ON THE CHRISTMAS TREE. 
Prang’s Christmas Cards 
TO SEND TO YOUR FRIENDS. 
Prang’s Christmas Cards 
THE BEST IN THE MARKET. 
Prang’s Christmas Cards 
PREFERRED IN EUROPE. 
Prang’s Christmas Cards 
FOR SALE BY ALL DEALERS. 





#@-Circulars mailed to any address on applica- 
tion, If you want samples, enclose 25 cents, for 
which we will send you the full money's worth. in 
cards of different styles. 


L. PRANG & CO., 


Art and Educational Publishers, Boston, Mass 
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MAGAZIN 


Each number contains Trrrry-Two Paces of read- 


ing, many fine Wood-Cut Illustrations, and one CoL- 
ORED PuiatTe. A beautiful Garden Magazine, printed 
on elegant paper, and fll of information. In English 


and German. Price, $1.2 ayear. Five copies, §).00, 


Vick’s FLOWER AND VEGETABLE GARDEN, 50 cts. 


in paper covers ; in elegant cloth covers, $1.00. 


Vick's CaTALoeuE,—-300 Illustrations, only 2 cents, 


Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 








WOR the LEN Aly at Wert and Leaves, send to 


D. R. NEVER, Albany, N. Y. 


FOR 1878. 


_ In arranging its plans for 1878. it has been the aim of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES tc 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each special department ; also to secure greater variety and richness than 
before in every other portion of its columns, Announcements are now made as follows: 

of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. a 
PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D., foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 
of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 
of the University at Rochester, a member 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D., of the Bible Revision Committee, will con- 
tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 
of Andover Theological Seminary. anthor of “ The 
PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D., Still Hour,” will furnish a series of Meditations, or 
Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week. 
H CLAY TRUMBULL Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Tllnstra- 
. 9 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 
readers of The Times during the year now closing. 
Corresponding Editor, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 
GEORGE A. PELTZ, work, giving the lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 
nation of its biography. geography, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 
ners and customs, as will aid the student to its better understanding. 


O Pine UAtenee Geers teeta nt M8 toe Se te 
The REV. W. W. NEWTON, wr? ocacher te children’ is to furnish: iilustrations, 
original ang selected, for each week's lesson. 

The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D., ren for ie lacons’week by weeks 
OTHER LESSON HELPS. 37° [ies Piant ‘wali present Blackboard Outlines an 


Hints on the lessons from time to time. Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 
week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 
be furnished by well-known scholars. 


€ 
ROSE TERRY COOKE who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 
9 character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times | 
This is Mrs. Cooke’s first serial story, and it is written for the stimulus and encouragement cf 
Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers. 
so well known for his literary work on The 
MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON, Independent, and as an editor of “ The History 
of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 
Sunday School Times. 
ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS A series of sketches of personal experience in the 
* Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 
school men, wili be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 
men will havea place in The Times. Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 
include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 


NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS If you will send your name and post-office 

* address, together with twenty-five cents. to 
the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subscribers. The regular prices are as follows: From 1 to 14 copies a 
year, $2.15each. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 
each, Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 








No. 160.—Front View. No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schoclis, 
Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 


Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 
purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 








SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 86 EAST 14th ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORE: 


CHRISTMAS CANDY. 
Samples by Mail, Free. 


SUPERINTENDENTS or persovs in charge or Sunday-school Anniversaries, or Christmas 
* Festivais, desiring t. purchase, can have sampic packages of canay sent 

by mail at no cost to them whatever, by writing at once to the extensive and well-known candy manu- 
sept ot om | hat can be furnished to Sunday-schools at twenty 
. Aselection can easily be made in this manner, 

and all orders will be promptly and satisfactorily filled. Either a one, two, or three pound box of superb 


facturers named below. Sampies will 
cents, twenty-five cents, and thirty-five cents a pound 


confections will be sent by mail to any address‘ at eighty cents a pound, Address 


PUBLICATIONS. 





HIDDEN SPRINGS, 


A NEW YEAR’S ADDRESS 





TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
ALSO 


The Pilot at the Helo, 


A NEW YEAR’S ADDRESS 


TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL SCHOLARS, 





Send ten cents for sample of either of the above. 
Half price for orders for quantities, 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
Int. Sunday-School Supply Co., 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


A SET OF 3 8. §, PAPERY, 


Our three papers constitute a comp'ete set for all 
ages in the Sunday-school. Having been previousty 
nranounced THE BEST they are now BETTER THAN 


EVER. 

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 
(In addition to a choice variety of other reading 
matter) will foraish earefully-prepared NOTES ON. 
1HE 8. 8. LESSONS, furnishing a valuable com- 
mentary for the entire year for on'y 30 cents to 
each subseriber when taken in clubs of five or more. 
Single subscriptions, 50 cents per year. 


THE CHILD AT HOME, 
An illustrated paper for the Sunday-school, is 
pronounced the best of its class. 10 copies one year, 
post-paid $1.50, Larger number at same rate. 


APPLES OF GOLD. 
F r Infant Classes. A weekly paper, with 4 
colored numbers yearly. Single copy, one vear, 
post- pai’, 65 cents Tea copies, one year, post-paid, 
#4 0. Twenty-five copies. one year, post-paid, $1v, 
Monthly or semi-monthly editions at redhiced 
prices, if desired. Send stamp for circular. 
&@~ Specimens furnished on application. 


NOVES., SNOW, & CO., 


PUBLISHERS for AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
13% KBROMFIELD ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


~TWE INDEPENDENT. 


LARGEST, 
’ CHEAPEST 


RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER IN THE WORLD. 


Rev, JOSEPH COOK’S famous BOSTON MONDAY 
LECTURES, 

printed VERBATIM each week. 

Lectures on “ Biology” and “ Trans ondent 
delivered last vear by the Rev. Joseph y 
lished in handsome book form by J. R. 

price $1.50 each volume), offered as a pre. 

volume and one year’s subscription for $3.0. 
Many other very valuable premiums offered. 





\ ' } ! 

An Astonishing Offer ! 
WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY 
yrice $10), bound in library sheep, 1st pages, ove" 
1,000 wood-cuts, given away FREE for 3 New Su’ - 

scribers and $9. 

Subscription price of THE INDEPENDENT, $3 a 
year. THE INDEPENDENT (1 year, with either vol- 
ume of Lectures), postage paid, $3. 3 years to | sub- 
scriber, or 1 year to3 subscribers, with $10 Dictionary, 
for only $9. Specimen copies sent free. 


Address THE INDEPENDENT, New York. 


The Presbyterian Journal, 


Philadelphia, Pa., 
A PURE, BRIGHT, CHEERFUL, 
Family Religious Newspaper. 


Tssued Weekly. $1.50 per annum, in advance. No 
charge for postage. Alfred Nevin, D.D., LL.D., and 
the Rev. J. Ford Sutton, Editors. 
TEN REASONS 
Why all Presbyterians should support the 
JOURNAL: 

I. It isastrictly religious paper, and is ‘published in 
attractive style. ; 2 % ‘ 

Ll. No objectionable advertisements are inserted in 
it at any price—medical, speculative, or frivolous. 

III. Its editorials are independent, courteous, sound, 
vigorous. - 

IV. It furnishes ccmplete reports of general relig 
ious intelligence, and vi the news of the Presbyteran 
Church. : : _ = 

V. Its columns ‘are enriched with contributions of 
able writers. c . ‘ 

VL. Itsselections are very superior, being made with 





great care and discrimination. fe 

VIL. Its “Family Department 
the interest and improvement of the younger mem 
bers of the household. 

v it L. Bach number contains an “ INTERNATION- 
AL LESSON,” prepared with m: rked ability. 

LX. The JOURNAL is endorsed and recommended 
by very many of the leading ministers and elders of 
the ehurch. 

X. It is the cheapest paper in the church. 

Any person sending us new subscribet i 
FIFTY CENTS for each subscriber. W make this dis 
count on the first year, in the expectation that these 
subscribers will be permanent. Address 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, 


714 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


aims specially at 





ean retain 











YOR The Sunday School Times, Scholars’ Quar- 





CROFT, WILBUR, «& CO., 1226 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


terly and Weekly Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER, 
Albany, N. Y. 














